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THE PLAN 
 

In a little over a month, we’ll be Stateside!  We’re very ex-
cited, but there’s still much work to be done here.  In fact, we 
were cautioned by a friend not to “coast” into furlough, let-
ting work slip.  I sort of chuckled, because the next several 
weeks may be some of the most intense of our term.  Here’s 
what happens before we leave: 
 
9/15 Teach teen class at international church 
9/20 Speak at Hope School Assembly 
9/22 Teach teen class at international church 
9/23 Speak at Hope School’s “Flag Week” 
9/25 Speak at Hope School’s “Flag Week” 
9/26 Speak at Hope School’s “Flag Week” 
9/27 Speak at Hope School’s “Flag Week” 
(They’ve also asked me to be available during the lunch hour 
on these days to visit with any students who may want or 
need some extra pastoral care.) 
 
10/7 Spiritual retreat day with teammate 
10/12 Independent Language evaluation (test!) 
10/14-18 Church Planting Training 
10/19 Speak at International Men’s Breakfast 
10/25 Depart 
 
My last day of language school for this term will be October 
11.  The next day, I’ll have an independent language evalua-
tion.  After we get the results from my language exam, we’ll 
confer with the folks at Team Expansion and create a lan-
guage plan for our return in January.  Most likely, I’ll round 
out my official language learning program with two or three 
more months of language school.  Hopefully, that will get me 
to my target proficiency level, at which time I’ll be “released” 
to do what comes next.  More on that in America.  : )  
 
 
 

LANGAUGE 
 

This month has been amazing on the language learning front.  
I had the opportunity to take a good Khmer friend to church 
with us a few weeks back.  He understands a bit of English, 
but he did ask me to translate some of the thoughts from 
Hebrews for him.  Yikes!  I have trouble with Hebrews in 
English.  Towards the end of the Bible study, he asked me, 
“So, who is the one true god?”  It was an honor to answer his 
question. 
 
A tutor from my language school has heard many Bible sto-

ries before, and even wants to be a preacher.  He heard that I 
was teaching the teens at our church and asked to come.  We 
had the privilege of bringing this young man along with us.  
He plans to come with us the next two weeks as well.  After 
church, he came over to our house for lunch, and was amazed 
by our “family culture.”  He told us that often, parents here 
don’t talk to their children like we talk to ours.  I asked him 
to explain, and as best I can tell, what he was saying is that 
the culture here is very much “Children are to be seen, and 
NOT heard.”  Parents fawn over babies, but I rarely see par-
ents interacting with older children.  And since we engage 
our children with questions and listen when they speak, it 
sticks out.  Please pray for this young man as he spends time 
with us for the next couple of weeks. 
 
In another conversation with a guy on the street (the same 
guy that is typically VERY inappropriate), the issue of sin 
and bad karma came up.  What a blessing to use some of the 
terminology I’m learning from older missionaries to explain 
the Gospel!  I asked him if he understood the words I was 
using, and from our continued conversation, I know that he 
did.  Please pray for this gentleman and the other guys I in-
teract with here in our neighborhood. 
 
 

AND...RANDOM 
 

- We may be hosting an intern this summer.  Please be pray-
ing that all the details would work out, and that the experi-
ence would be a blessing for the young lady, our family, and 
the people of Cambodia. 
 
- As we try and prepare our children for Stateside Service, 
there’s something you can help us with.  When you see our 
kids, you might be tempted to ask, “Aren’t you glad to be 
home?”  Please don’t.  You see, our kids have told us that 
they feel like Cambodia is home, or at least, that they have 
two homes.  Please keep that in mind.  They are looking for-
ward to visiting friends and family and McDonald’s, but it’s 
not “coming home” for them like you might expect.  I’ve 
read that it’s often better to ask specific questions like, 
“What do you like about Cambodia?” or “What are you 
excited to do in America?”  Thanks for understanding.  This 
whole taking-a-family-to-Asia thing can be a bit tricky some-
times, and we’re just trying to do the best we can.  : ) 
 
 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 

 
Dear Fellow Helper, 
 
I serve on several teams. You probably do too. My family, International Services, Team 
Expansion, the soccer team I coach, the team of elders with whom I serve and the Mis-
sions Committee at church. You have a similar list. Many of us underestimate the de-
gree to which we contribute to the teams of which we're a part. For example, check out 
the video at www.brigada.org/teamwork. (Thanks to my teammate, Al, for pointing 
me to this video.)  
 
Perhaps you never stopped to think that closing the lid on a piano could be a tangible 
part of the music. Maybe you also underestimate how thankful your favorite Team 
Expansion worker is for your prayers and your partnership. Perhaps you feel your gift 
is small. No matter. You're still part of the team, even if all you do is bump the lid of 
the piano. :-) May God bless you!!! 
 
 
      Doug Lucas 
      President 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 855-097-774-8801 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.com 

STATS  — AUGUST 2013 
Beginning Balance $11,099.95 
Beginning Field Cash $2,634.33* 
    
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Adrian CC “Builders” $50 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Individuals   $3,389 
   West Central Camp $126 
                              Total $3,940 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $292 
   Salary   $1475 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Special Medical  $61.11 
   S.S. Quarterly Payment $ n/a 
   Utilities  $117.51 
   Representation  $100 
   Education (for children) $270 
   Education  $234.75 
   Office   $179 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $44.42 
   Travel/Car/Gas  $53.14  
  Total $3,060.24 
 
Ending Balance  $10,688.30 
Ending Field Cash $2,976.82*  
 

*Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 14-17, 2013 in Kansas City, Missouri 
www.theicom.org/conference 

Got to test my fourth floor interior gutter 
system this week. Sometimes, the tropical 

rains are just too much. 
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