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BORING 
 

I started planning this newsletter thinking, “Man, this was a 
boring month.”  But the more I thought about it, the more I 
realized what a great month it really has been! 
 
For example, over the past two days, I’ve spent about eight 
hours with two long-term missionaries brainstorming some 
big questions like, What are the cultural implications of the 
Gospel in Cambodia?  How can we more effectively reach the 
Cambodian people?  What should a Cambodian church 
really look like?  How do you contextualize the Gospel here?  
Between the two of them, they’ve got over 35 years of minis-
try experience in country, so they did most of the brain-
storming; I just listened and took notes!  They provided a 
wealth of cultural and ministry insights that would take me 
years to figure out on my own. 
 
Language 
Plodding.  Practicing.  Again, seem-
ingly boring, until I realized that a 
few new things have come up; I’ve 
started learning some Bible stories 
from this kids’ Bible and practicing 
them with our neighbors and some 
of my Khmer friends.  It’s surpris-
ingly fun, and I love being corrected 
by some of the kids who know the 
stories already! 
 
My tutor makes it a point to teach 
me idioms because she knows I like 
them (and riddles too).  I then practice the idioms and rid-
dles on my language route, figuring out if they’re generally 
known.  For example, what does “knowledge carried on your 
neck” mean?  What’s the idiom that implies a bad woman 
who cheats on her husband while picking ginger? 
 
Speaking of language routes, I don’t really have one anymore.  
Typically, I walk out the front door, talk to the neighbors, 
and often one or two of my Khmer buddies will see me out-
side and pull up on their moto or tuk tuk for a chat.  Fun 
times, for sure. 
 
I’ve also started attending a Wednesday night Bible study for 
kids.  Some Cambodian Christians actually come to the or-
phanage that’s right next to us, and they sing VBS type songs 
and tell a Bible story.  It’s proved to be great for building 
relationships and listening practice.  I then take the handout 
to my tutoring session the next day and practice the story. 

Temperature 
Accuweather lists today’s “RealFeel” temperature as 133 
degrees.  No worries, though, ’cause it’s only 92 in our living 
room. 
  
Field Visit 
Earlier this month we spent about a week hosting a family 
from the States visiting Cambodia on their first survey trip.  
They are in the application process with Team Expansion, 
hoping to arrive in the spring, 2014. 
 
It was an exciting but exhausting time.  An older missionary 
once told me what he loved doing with new people.  He said, 
“Pay attention to what the new people photograph.”  That is, 
what do fresh eyes see?  Even after a year and a half, it was 
fascinating how many “strange” things I’ve stopped noticing 

in this country just because I’m used to 
them now!  I’m grateful that our first 
year on the field is over, but I wouldn’t 
trade it for anything. 
 
Homeschooling 
Elizabeth and the kids are getting 
ready to wrap up this year of school, 
and they’ve all done a fabulous job.  
Elizabeth continues to amaze me with 
her awesomeness.  Yesterday, Nathan-
iel asked me, “Hey, did you know the 
universe is expanding forty miles every 
second?”  Nope.  Didn’t know that. 
 
 

Counseling 
After a brief stop in Kansas City (see my e-mail for specif-
ics), I’ll be traveling to Colorado Springs to attend a week-
long “In Depth Counselor Training Seminar.”  Topics in-
clude:    
 Resolving Bitterness 
 Resolving Moral Failure 
 Understanding Sexual Addiction 
 Resolving Temporal Values 
 Resolving Pride/Rebellion 
 Resolving Hypocrisy/Occult Involvement 
 
And that’s just Thursday!  Needless to say, that’ll be a full 
week of training.  Please pray that God will use it to further 
equip us to grow and mature the Bride of Christ here in 
Cambodia through Christ-centered, heart focused counseling. 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 

 
Dear Fellow-helpers, 
 
A field worker recently confessed to me that the main reason she was drawn to apply 
as a missionary with Team Expansion was because several of our team members wrote 
her on a regular basis over the course of a year, gently encouraging her toward missions 
and praying for her along the way. If only we knew the impact of the words we utter 
daily, both in spoken as well as in written form. In like manner, if we could only see 
with our very eyes those who are becoming discouraged or disenchanted, and, as a re-
sult, deciding not to apply for or not to continue their work in cross-cultural evangel-
ism and discipleship. A long time ago, I made up my mind that, God willing, I would 
always stop and pray any time the thought of a prayer need even blipped across the 
radar in my mind. But we become so busy with the hustle and bustle of daily living. 
And there are so many distractions, some of which are helpful -- and others, not so 
much. Today, I'm thankful for any of the moments you have given to write, pray for, 
and encourage your favorite Team Expansion worker. Someday, he or she will proba-
bly share a testimony with me about the difference you've made. But in the meantime, 
may God bless you directly for your ministry on behalf of  unreached peoples. Team 
Expansion is able to move forward with momentum because of the way God is at work 
in your life, empowering and undergirding the Team Expansion family that you know. 
May God bless you. 
 
     Doug Lucas 
     President 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
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     STATS  — APRIL 2013 
Beginning Balance $7,575.01 
Beginning Field Cash $2,130.48* 
    
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $275 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Individuals   $3,364 
                              Total $3,764 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Special Med.   $6.50 
   House   $503.75 
   Salary   $1475 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $84.22 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (ministry) $252.50 
   Office   $148 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $53.54  
   Car/Gas/Maintenance  $207  
  Total $3,263.82 
 
Ending Balance  $8,822.07 
Ending Field Cash $2,728.51* 
   
 

*Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

The International Conference on Missions 
November 14-17, 2013 in Kansas City!    www.theicom.org/conference 
During our time in the States, we’re planning to attend this conference, and we think 
you should too!  Thousands of folks from all over the States and abroad come together 
to talk about missions, equip for missions, and pray for missions.  A couple of years 
ago, a good friend (Teresa W.) wrote about this conference, then called the National 
Missionary Convention.  Check out what she had to say here.  
 
Folks have been reading Elizabeth’s blog, and they apparently liked what she had to 
say, ’cause she’s been asked to speak at one of the breakout sessions at this year’s con-
ference.  I’m sort of the mascot.  : )  She’ll be speaking on preparing for the field, and 
how to survive your first term without croaking.  Or something like that. 

http://www.teamexpansion.org/
http://www.redbridgechurch.org
mailto:trotters41@gmail.com
http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
http://www.redbridgechurch.org/
http://www.theicom.org/conference
http://christianstandard.com/2011/01/go-you-why-you-should-attend-the-national-missionary-convention/



