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LANGUAGE, COUNSELING, AND GHOSTS 
 

Here’s what a “normal” day looks like practicing language: 
Talk with your friends on the street. See a white guy leave an 
apartment and ask your Khmer friends if the white guy 
knows Khmer.  Listen as they describe how that’s a “bad 
foreigner” who’s always having new Khmer girls at his place, 
often two at a time.  Listen as they talk about the time the 
guy and a girl came out to the street, fighting over how much 
the guy was going to pay.  She wanted $200.  He offered 
$50. 
 
Discover the cultural reasons behind why it’s extremely rude 
for a younger person to step over the legs of an older person, 
even when everyone’s sitting on the floor in a very crowded 
room. 
 
Talk politics with some other guys down 
the street.  They repeat over and over the 
opposing political chants.  When they 
ask you which party you support, you 
tell them you’re for the Jesus Party.  
They smile, laugh, and applaud. 
 
Visit with a lady at a shop about how her road floods during 
wet season and what she does to keep it from flooding the 
house.  Visit with a teenager from the countryside who rents 
an apartment close by and just started working at a hospital.  
Enjoy the look of confusion on his face when you start 
speaking to him in Khmer. 
 
Talk with the kid who’s looking into your house.  He looks 
in, doesn’t see a spirit house, and asks if you’re afraid of 
ghosts.  You say “nope.”  He asks, “Why not.”  “Because I 
follow Jesus, and he has complete authority over all ghosts.”  
He smiles, looks away, and says, “I’m afraid of ghosts.”  He’s 
eight. 
 
Speaking of Ghosts 
I’ve been exchanging e-mails with a young Khmer believer 
who says she’s still very much afraid of ghosts.  She follows 
Jesus, knows she’s “not supposed to be afraid anymore,” but 
is still terrified by the idea of ghosts.  In Cambodia, people 
are afraid of ghosts in general, but also of specific ghosts of 
specific people.  For example, even if they had a great rela-
tionship with their uncle, once that uncle dies, they are often 
terrified that his ghost will come back and haunt them.  They 
believe these ghosts can hurt them, cause accidents, night-
mares, etc.  Please pray for me as I meet with her this week.  
Pray that Christ will set her free from this terror. 

Caring for the Heart - Counseling Training 
 

The post-it note on my office wall outlines the direction we 
feel God is leading us here.  Vision? The growing and matur-
ing of the Bride of Christ in Cambodia.  And the two pri-
mary pillars we feel support this vision?  Discipling young 
people (15-30 years old) and Christ-centered, heart-focused 
counseling. 
 
And that’s why I spent a week in Colorado Springs with Car-
ing for the Heart ministries.  It was a week aimed at training 
the pastoral counselor.  It’s not professional counseling; I’ll 
probably never be any sort of professional anything, but I can 
care about people, and I can care about their hearts. 
 
Really, the goal of the training is to get you, as the pastoral 
counselor, to look behind the façade, or underneath the sur-
face issue, to ask the right questions.  For example, did this 
person NOT get something they should have gotten (love 
from a parent, for example)?  Did they get something they 
shouldn’t have gotten (abuse)?  Do they have “enemy” issues 
(spiritual warfare)? 
 
The training focused on determining whether the client’s 
issues are 1) Emotional, 2) Sin, or 3) Enemy.  In his experi-
ence, the instructor said that 80% of sin issues (like bitter-
ness, anger, lust) have their roots in emotional damage, and 
that if you can lead the person to Jesus, who longs to heal 
damaged hearts, the sin issues will often resolve themselves.  
(Of course repentance is still a must.) 
 
How do you lead a person to address their deep emotional 
pain, bring that pain to Jesus, and allow Jesus to heal it?  If 
this sounds foreign to you, that’s ok.  When Elizabeth and I 
went through a week of counseling here, some of it sounded 
weird to us too.  But it changed our lives in a big way. 
 
How do I really see people as Jesus sees them, care about 
them the way He cares about them, and long to see them free 
like He longs to see them free?  Our experience in this proc-
ess has shown us that we’re probably going to cry a lot more.  
Because there are a whole lot of hurting people out there.  In 
the U.S. and in Cambodia. 
 
I’m excited to see how God uses this training to minister to 
the hearts of the Khmer people.  It is my prayer that this 
training helps me see the heart issues, with confidence that 
Jesus longs, as always, to heal and to set free.    
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 

 
Dear Partner in Christ, 
 
In addition to the 7 Great Passions I mentioned last month, we've also identified 7 
Core Values that all of us have chosen to embrace in unity. This month, I'll share the 
first 3: 
 1) Biblical - God's word is our key guide for figuring out what we believe and 
 what we do each day.  
 
 2) Unreached - It's hard-wired into our DNA to focus on those who don't 
 know Jesus.  
 
 3) Grace - We try to show mercy to locals, team members, and even to  
 ourselves.  
 
These are 3 of the 7 Core Values that serve as compass points to guide us in our 
dreams, goals, objectives, and daily tasks. (Continued next month.) They bind together 
our teams and labor. By undergirding our global work, you are embracing them too! 
Thanks for your partnership! 
 
      Doug Lucas 
      President 
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     STATS  — JUNE 2013 
Beginning Balance $9,854.17 
Beginning Field Cash $2,280.75* 
    
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Adrian CC “Builders” $50 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Individuals   $2,884 
                              Total $3,309 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $340.25 
   Salary   $1475 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Special Medical  $14 
   S.S. Quarterly Payment $490 
   Utilities  $116.88 
   Promo/Representation $128.80 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (ministry) $154.75 
   Office   $203 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $34.17 
   Travel/Car/Gas  $117.64  
  Total $3,507.80 
 
Ending Balance  $9,793.46 
Ending Field Cash $2,205.43*  
 

*Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

From Elizabeth... 

I had initially planned to study Khmer two hours per day this summer. However, after 
two weeks of that, I decided to scale back to one hour per day. I had lost my joy in 
speaking Khmer. I cried an awful lot throughout the day. I was tired and discouraged 
both during lessons and afterwards, so much so that I didn’t have the energy to read or 
play with my kids. Instead of totally quitting language (an option which further de-
pressed me), I tried decreasing my study hours. Suddenly, it was fun to speak Khmer 
again, and I’m practicing it more with the neighbor kids too. I also have more energy 
left over for my family. Thank you for praying for my language attempts this summer, 
and please continue to do so. 
 
See more of what Elizabeth’s up to at www.trotters41.com.   Her latest blog post is 
about homeschooling. 
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From cows (left) to political parades (above) to drug busts 
(below), the streets of Phnom Penh are never boring.  


