
 

GlobeTrotters 

MONTHLY NEWS FROM THE TROTTER FAMILY  

PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA 

                   February, 2013                                          all for One 

ONE VISION, TWO PILLARS 
 

“Do NOT show up knowing exactly what you’re going to 
do.”  That’s the advice I received a few months ago when I 
asked a missionary who’s lived in this country for 21 years, 
“What’s the worst thing new missionaries do?”  Her counsel 
is encouraging and somewhat relieving, because we felt odd 
repeating over and over, “Nope, we’re not exactly sure what 
we’re going to do.  I mean, we want to plant churches and 
disciple new believers, but we have no idea what that will 
look like.” 
 
And we still don’t know exactly what that will look like.  
We’ve got one more year of language and culture study, our 
first Stateside Service (aka furlough) in November, 2013, 
and then… ? 
 
But I want to share with you a little bit of clarification that I 
feel the Lord has given us.  A couple of months back I was 
praying about all this and I felt like God showed me that the 
main vision, the primary purpose we’re here, is the growing 
and maturing of the Bride of Christ in Cambodia.  And the 
two pillars upon which that vision will be accomplished are 
1) Evangelism and discipleship among Khmer young people 
(15-30y), and 2) Christ-centered, heart-focused counseling. 
 
So this is our aim, our purpose, our prayer; that the Bride of 
Christ would grow and mature in the Kingdom of Cambodia. 
 
And we believe God is asking us to work towards that, pri-
marily, through youth work and Christian counseling. 
 
What will that look like?  I’ve got some ideas, but I’m not 
exactly sure. Ask me again in ten years.  I do know that a 
mastery of the Khmer language and a deep understanding of 
the culture are critical, even for the attempt. 
 
So pray with us.  Pray that God would begin, even now, to 
prepare the hearts of young people, so that when Christ is 
revealed to them, they will see Him, and obey.  Pray for a 
willingness among our Khmer friends and acquaintances to 
open up, to share their hearts, to be willing to allow Christ to 
heal the deep places and the terrible pain. 
 
As everywhere, so many people here carry around deep hurts 
and undiscussed emotional scars.  Pray that some would be 
healed by the Great Physician, returning to their families and 
friends with a testimony to the power of God.  
 
Pray for revival in the Kingdom of Cambodia.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This man lives about a block from us.  He showed me how 

to mend and cast a fishing net.  I’m hoping to go to the river 
with him sometime in the near future.  

 

Not your typical Super Bowl Sunday.  Our neighbors had a 
special party just outside our front door, and the party got 

started with some typical Buddhist prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The neighbor kids teaching me how to light white out on 
fire.  They told me they do it at school before  

the teacher arrives. 
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 

 
Dear Partner in the Great Commission, 
 
Last week, the point person at JoshuaProject.net was interacting with several of our 
workers (to launch a section about the Wall of Unreached Peoples on their website). 
Afterward, he wrote me this note: 
 
    "When you recruit Team Expansion staff is there some kind of encourage-
 ment quotient they have to meet?  Every single person I have had contact with 
 in Team Expansion have been such encouraging folks.  They all peg the en-
 couragement meter!  You have a marvelous staff, Doug.  I think you ought to 
 rename the organization to 'Team Encouragement.’” 
 
I second the impression. Team Expansion personnel ARE encouragers! That's one of 
the reasons it's so fun to work for this team of people -- and I trust it's also one of the 
reasons you support and pray for the work of your favorite Team Expansion mission-
ary. And when you do, you're "passing along" the magic of encouragement. May God 
bless you for continuing the cycle! And may He richly bless you this month! 
 
 
     Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.com 

     STATS  — JANUARY 2012 
Beginning Balance $8,221.34* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,450** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $3,424 
                              Total $3,849 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $30.50 
   Salary   $1475 
   Special Medical  $120 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $89 
   Khmer Visas (yearly) $708.75 
   Social Security (quart.) $557.88 
   Promo/Representation $118 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (ministry) $231.5 
   Office   $135 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $47.14  
   Vehicle (Yearly Insur.) $423.25  
  Total $4,369.33 
 
Ending Balance  $10,113.71* 
Ending Field Cash $2,012** 
   
 

*Plus $8,000 set aside for Stateside service. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

www.trotters41.com  
 

Elizabeth’s finding the joy (and therapeutic value) of writing.  In fact, she’s in the mid-
dle of a six-part series looking back on our first year on the field.  God’s really given 
her a huge heart for helping new missionaries and those preparing for the field.  Here 
are some of her recent articles… 
 
 - Yays and Yucks (Part 1) 
 - Why Transition is Terrible but Having a Sending Agency is Not (Part 2) 
 - Much Afraid (Part 3) 
 - Trailing, Revisited (Part 4) 
 - Revolving Door, Revolving Heart (Part 5) 
 - Journal Excerpts from our First Month in Cambodia 
 
Please join us in praying that God would continue to call His people to the foreign 
mission field, and that those who are called would take the time and effort to ade-
quately prepare.  Pray for those “in the pipeline,” so to speak, that their hearts and 
families would be strengthened with love for each other and the Savior. 
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Left: learning sleight of hand from a Spaniard, 
hanging out with our Khmer neighbors, and then 
visiting a Kiwi. (It’s not pictured, but Isaac got to 
go over to a friend’s house; he’s from New Zea-
land.)  #LifeAmongNations 
 
Middle Left: The road to paradise (vacation) some-
times looks like this. 
 
Middle Right: Nathaniel, halfway up Bokor moun-
tain to visit a hundred year old, abandoned French 
resort. 
 
Bottom Left: Elizabeth and Faith, enjoying the cool 
breeze at the “Bokor Hill Station,” built by the 
French along the Gulf of Thailand to escape the 
heat of Phnom Penh. 
 
Bottom Right: Our family took some time off to 
celebrate our one-year anniversary.  As a friend said, 
“Nothing says welcome like a giant, blue crusta-
cean!” 


