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Herod, Porn, and Seeking the Face of God     need Laser Pointer 
Sermon.ICA.May 2, 2016       COCONUT? 
 
SERVICE INTRO 
Psalm 34:8 “Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!” 
 REMEMBER these truths. [repeat with congregation] 
 
 - Taste:  This week? Tasted what? 
   Hungry, so fed on trash? 
   Tasted pain / defeat / abuse?? TODAY, invite you… 
   TASTE and see that the Lord is good. HE IS. 
 
 - See:  This week? Seen what? 
   Terrible things? Hard things? 
   Choose to see things you know you shouldn’t have? 
   TODAY, TASTE and SEE that the LORD is GOOD. 
   He is. 
 
 - Refuge: Once you taste and see that he is good, he becomes a desirable refuge! 
   We are refugees longing for HOME. 
   HE is our HOME. 
   What joy to find home in HIM. 
    
 May we TASTE and SEE that the Lord is GOOD. 
 May we be full of JOY because we have found shelter in the REFUGE that is our God. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Pg-13 warning. 
The Bible talks about REAL people dealing with REAL stuff. [murder, porn, sexual purity] So, 
things get messy sometimes. 
 
Have your attention?  : ) 
 
 
Review FOUR WORDS 
 - Very exciting time. 
 - Great feelings of PURPOSE and ANTICIPATION for what God is going to do. 
 
[Congregation READ] 
 - Seek … 
 - Abide … 
 - Honor … 
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 - Reveal … 
 
[funny way to remember, SAHR (with emphasis on H, like a pirate) or do it the Khmer way, 
S’AHR] 
 
TWO WEEKS AGO, AS I PONDERED AND PRAYED ABOUT TODAY… 
Wanted to talk about SEEKING. 
 - So I started there 
 - ENDED UP feeling like frank discussion about pornography and sexual purity. 
 
“Oh boy, that’ll be fun. People will really like that.” (Sarcasm) 
 
Message for us today.  
Hear what Spirit saying to the Church. 
 
 
[PRAY] 
 
JUST WANT TO SAY SOME THINGS… 
 - It’s very hard to seek the Face of Christ when your face is glued to porn. 
 
 - It’s very hard to seek the Face of Christ when you’re habitually turning FROM Christ to 
 sin. 
 
 - If you want to seek the FACE of God, you have to be willing to listen to the VOICE of 
 God.  
 
 - We want his FACE, his GIFTS, his PRESENCE, but we’d rather not hear his VOICE. 
 
 - Today, inviting you to LISTEN to HIS VOICE. 
 
 
 
Want to frame this discussion around a well-known story involving TWO POWERFUL MEN. One 
guy was powerful in the worldly sense, and he was terrible. 
 
The other was powerful in the same sense that Elijah was powerful. And we remember him 
with great honor and respect. I’m talking about John the Baptist and Herod Antipas 
 
 
BEFORE WE READ IT (also Matthew 14) 
Historical Background – JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 John is the VOICE of one crying in the wilderness, PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD. 
 John is the guy who BAPTIZED JESUS. 
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 John is the guy who LIVED IN WILDERNESS, ate LOCUSTS/HONEY  
 
 BOLDLY told the Pharisees they were a tangled up MESS OF SNAKES! (Which to most 
 religious men IS SLIGHTLY OFFENSIVE.) 
  
 WISE enough to say, “I must decrease and HE (Jesus) must increase.”  
 
 Good guy, all around. 
 
Historical Background – HEROD ANTIPAS (BUNCH OF HERODS) 
 
 Appointed to lead the region by Augustus, the FIRST EMPORER OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.  
 
 Son of Herod the Great, most likely EDUCATED IN ROME. Very smart guy.  
  [powerful friends] 
 
 NOT REALLY JEWISH, but sort of. Really loved the Empire – ROME. 
  
 DIVORCED HIS FIRST WIFE who happened to be the daughter of another king, which 
 caused his father in law to be slightly upset and actually RESULTED IN A WAR. 
 
 After divorce, Herod MARRIED HIS BROTHER’S WIFE. 
  
 Happy family, all around. 
 
 EVENTUALLY BANISHED to an island, with Herodious, where he died. 
  
 
OK, John and Herod. Here goes… READ PASSAGE MARK 6:14-29 
 
John CRITICISED Herod and his new wife, Herodious.  
 - Adulterous. AND, you’re not supposed to marry your brother’s wife.  
 - Big points. DON’T have an affair. DON’T marry your sister-in-law. 
 
She hated John and WANTED HIM KILLED.  
 
So, Herod arrested and John and imprisoned him.  
  
Herod was DISTURBED by John, but liked listening to him.  
 - One version says John made Herod “THOROUGHLY BAFFLED”   [jrahlom mainn] 
 - THAT YOU?  
  
 You, NOT QUITE SURE? About God or whether Jesus is real or maybe he was just crazy.  
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 BUT STILL LIKE LISTENING? Intrigued. OK.  
  
 We’re HAPPY TO HAVE YOU. Keep listening. Keep asking questions. And try not to kill us. 
 
 
What does this have to do with PORNOGRAPHY? Good question! 
 
What does this have to do with SEEKING HIS FACE? 
 
 
WHAT DO WE SEE IN THIS STORY? 
Scholars think the dancer was probably 17 or 18 YEARS OLD. 
 
One commentary says: 

“Dances in filmy garments that half concealed the form, commonly of an impure or 
voluptuous nature, were common enough both at Eastern and Roman banquets, the 
guests being simply spectators. But the dancers were for the most part women who 
made it their calling; and it was a new thing, at which every decent Jew would shudder, 
for the daughter of a kingly house to come-thus into a shameless publicity and expose 
herself to the gaze of the banqueters, including as they did the chief captains and 
[leaders] of the Roman legions, as well as Herod’s own courtiers and the chief men of the 
province She danced before them—literally, in the midst of them—as they reclined on 
their couches gazing.” 

 
Party was for men only. And drunk men, probably. Sound like anything you’ve seen? 
 
[Alcohol and lust/sexual immorality OFTEN go together. GRADUATES, pay attention!] 
 
Sexually provocative dance, very common at the time. Just like today. Pretty much any music 
video.  
 
A Type of Dance 
SOME celebration that ends in joy and peace and love. That is the DANCE OF GOD. It is good. 
THIS IS NOT THAT KIND OF DANCE. 
 
HERE, what started as A DANCE ended in DEATH. 
 
 
WHAT CAN WE LEARN? 
1) STARTED a LONG TIME BEFORE IT STARTED 
 - Herod's choice to violate law and marry Herodius.  
 - PATTERN. Not a one-time failure.  
 - Not an ISOLATED FAILURE.  
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 - Sexual sin is OFTEN like this. [not real surprising] 
 
REMEMBER, culmination of PREDICTABLE PATTERN: 

1. IGNORE law of GOD. 
2. IGNORE the WORD of GOD (through John). 
3. LOSE half your kingdom, or COMMIT MURDER. [ or lose marriage/ministry. Stakes 

are high!] 
 
A bit EXTREME?  
By the time sexual sin gets to where OTHER PEOPLE CAN SEE IT… 
 - REMEMBER, #1 IT STARTS a LONG TIME BEFORE IT STARTS. 
  - Ignore God’s law 
  - Ignore God’s word, from PEOPLE WHO CARE. 
 
 
2) IT DOESN’T MAKE ANY SENSE 
 -  Illogical. Cost us high.  
 - HALF, really????   Dumb 
  
 - Free porn on the internet IS NOT FREE. 
  ALWAYS costs something. 
 
 - Combine alcohol with LUST? Often go together. EVER SEEN THAT??? 
 
 
 
3) HAPPENED AT A PARTY 
 - Happened at a party. At HIS BIRTHDAY PARTY. When he deserves stuff.  
 - HE’S THE STAR 
 - “I deserve it.”  
 
 - ISN’T THAT TRUE?  [dangerous thoughts] 
  - I deserve it. 
  - I’ve SACRIFICED so much. 
  - VACATION RULES “Brownie / Ice cream. And then maybe dessert.”  
 
 PORN 
 - Often at WEAK POINT because you’re DOWN or WEAK POINT because you’re UP. 
 - often vulnerable at the Highs AND Lows. 
 
 
4) BEING SORRY DOESN’T REALLY MEAN MUCH 
 - "and the king was sorry."   
 - BUT THAT DIDN’T STOP HIM FROM DECAPITATING JOHN.  
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 - “Feeling sorry” is not going to save John.  ONLY REPENTENCE would do that 
 
 - Herod NOT interested in REPENTENCE. 
  Sorry? Yes, but not because of sin. SORRY BECAUSE OF CONSEQUENCES. 
  BIG difference. 
 
 - Being CAUGHT IN YOUR OWN TRAP doesn’t necessarily cause repentence.  
  Sorrow, maybe, but not repentence.  
  
 - Being “FOUND OUT” might be the FIRST STEP towards repentance and healing.  
  But it might not be. 
    

Commentary: “like most weak men, Herod feared to be thought weak. It was 
not so much his regard for the oath which he had taken (that, had it been taken 
in secret, he might have got over), but his shrinking from the taunt, or whispered 
jest, or contemptuous gesture of the assembled guests, if they should see him 
draw back from his plighted word. A false regard for public opinion, for what 
people will say or think of us in our own narrow circle,” 

 
 
REPENTENCE IS SOMETHING ELSE ENTIRELY 
 - Turning from the coconut. [PERVEZ? Jesus on Easter] 
 
 - To turn FROM something TO something. 
 
 
HOW ABOUT YOU??? 
Where are YOU on this JOURNEY?  
 - Made a HABIT of breaking God’s LAW? [stopped listening to God’s Word?] 
 - Maybe hasn’t really COST YOU ANYTHING? 
 - Haven’t lusted after your step-daughter at a party with all your friends? 
 
 - Maybe PORN? 
 - Maybe other types of SEXUAL IMMORALITY 
 
PAUSE: Physical intimacy within marriage is a very good thing. [awesome] 
 - But Satan takes what could be good and MIMICS it,  
 - CARDBOARD and SPRAY PAINT and says, 
  “See this? This is gold. It is valuable and good and fun.” 
  Like JOMA: I MADE THIS TODAY. FOR YOU! 
 
 
It’s A LIE 
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SATAN’s LYING TO YOU! 
 - SEE the FALSE GOD behind the GLITTER 
 -FAKE 
 
 If you follow it, the END IS DEATH.  
 
 -You will find yourself going to great links to KEEP IT SECRET.  
 
 - MIGHT feel SORRY, but you will find that…  
 
  The only way you can survive is by stopping up your ears to the voice of God.  
 
You cannot seek the face of God at the same time you silence his voice.  
 
Want to see the face of God? Listen to his voice.  
 
 
 
PORNOGRAPHY - PRACTICAL 
Very hard to seek his face when your FACE IS GLUED TO a computer screen.  
 
Practical? Trying to teach my sons. Temptation to lust?  
 LOOK AT HER EYES. Window to soul.  [image bearer. TMC story]  
 Reminder that this is a person, not just parts. See that in the eyes.  
 
NEED THE CHURCH. Need support.  
 
“WHATEVER IT TAKES.”  
Friend said, in his battle with Porn 
SOUNDS LIKE JESUS’ idea in Matthew 5.  
 “Whatever it is that causes you to sin…cut it off, throw it away.” 
 
 
Sexual lmmorality beyond porn  
 
“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 

impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people.” Eph 5:3.  Slide 
with passage. 
 
 
MAKE SIMPLE – 2 SECOND RULE 
TELL STORY – YOUTH GROUP GUYS 
[how long can you kiss a girl before you want something you can’t have?] 
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I’m married. Can I kiss someone I’m not married to?  
 - Sure. European thing. For two seconds? Umm…. 
 
Probably shouldn’t kiss someone you’re not married to for longer than 2 seconds. 
 - Please don’t set your timer on your iPhone. 
 -  2 seconds. Stop. Ok, another 2 seconds. 
 - Not trying to be legalistic here. Trying to get you to think about this. 
 
KISSING IS GOOD. Intimacy in marriage is very good. 
But a good thing at the wrong time is not a good thing. 
 
RUGBY 
Stand up?  OK to tackle???  Yeah, you’re supposed to. 
What if tackled someone on riverside????   JAIL.   
 
RIGHT THING – WRONG TIME – WRONG THING. 
 
 
 
A BIT DEEPER 
What you're looking for is intimacy. With someone. With God. Intimacy is what's available to 
you.  [motivated by longings for love / lonely / abandoned.] 
 
 
Shapes diagram. [Put on board and use laser pointer.]  
 “And now you know why I did not pursue a career in art.” 
 
Lies: You are worthless. No one will ever love you. You are alone. The CROSS says otherwise. 
Jesus experienced the depth of loneliness on the cross so you won’t have to. 
 
Trying to NUMB PAIN?  
Longing for INTIMACY?  
TERRIBLY LONELY? 
 
Man, Jesus can heal that pain way faster than a prostitite can.  
You'll never feel real love coming from a computer screen.  
 
Repent. Turn from ____ to Jesus. He's way better.  
 
Find healthy relationships with God’s people.  
 
Get Counseling. 
 
Dealing with LIE gets you on a much STRONGER foundation. Jesus. Much more stable. 
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Look at another Strong Man 
Before we wrap up, I want to compare and contrast. 
 
Contrast with David. Yielded to lust.  
 
Herod watched a woman DANCE.  
David watched a woman BATHE. 
 
Herod then said something really stupid: “Anything, up to half my kingdom!” 
 
David said something really shhhhtupid too. He ASKED WHO SHE WAS. Then he sent for her. 
Really dumb. 
 
Herod’s sin led to the DEATH of an innocent man: John the Baptist. 
David’s sin led to the DEATH of an innocent man: Bathshebas husband, a faithful soldier. 
 
Here’s where things change 
When Herod realized he had done something wrong, FELT PRETTY BAD. He still beheaded God’s 
prophet. 
 
David, of course, COMPLETELY REPENTED, turning his heart back to God. He still dealt with the 
consequences, as did Bathsheba and their baby. Even so, David reconnected with God. 
 
 
Herod Antipas ended up ALONE, BANISHED TO AN ISLAND. No one even knowns when he died. 
 
Here’s what David’s repentance looked like. Maybe this should be what your repentance looks 
like too… READ Psalm 51. 
 
MAKE PSALM 51 YOUR PRAYER 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
Not calling you to feel bad. CALLING YOU TO REPENT! 
 
Seek his face. 
Unglue your face from that screen. And turn it towards him.  
 
CONFESS your sin to him and one another.  
 
And FIND HEALING AND CLEANING in the precious blood of Jesus.  
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Stop LOOKING FOR INTIMACY at the KTV and turn to the KJV or the NIV or some other version 
of the Scriptures.  
 
Seek his face. Abide in him. Honor his name. Reveal his glory. 
 
All journeys start with one step. Take that step today. Scary. Costly. 
 
But guys, IT’S ALREADY COSTLY. You are already, or YOU SOON WILL, pay a price much higher.  
Repent. Turn to God. And find freedom. 
 
Good news. Salvation! You may feel like animal covered in oil. And you are.  
 
UNABLE TO CLEAN YOURSELF.  
 
But you have a God who doesn't require you to clean yourself.  
 
You don't have to make yourself presentable. Jesus does that.  
 
He washes. White as snow. Pure. Clean.  
 
 
 
Psalm 34:8 “Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!” 
 

 


