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SNAPSHOTS FROM FACEBOOK 
 

A friend recommended we put some of our “Facebook Sto-
ries” into our newsletter.  So, here ya go!  : ) 
 
8/16, JT — Spoke with a Khmer lady today who described 
some voodoo practices that occur here, as well as channeling 
spirits, ghosts, etc., and then asked, "Do you think it's true or 
not true?" We discussed for a little bit but we're going to 
continue our conversation tomorrow. Please pray that when 
we meet tomorrow I’ll be able to clearly communicate     
JESUS.  His power. His presence. His love. And His total 
reign over fear. 
 
 
8/30, JT — Had an hour-long, 
friendly chat with a young lady from 
Romania who was very talkative and 
very Muslim. I knew it would get 
interesting as soon as she said, "Jesus 
never said he was God."  Thanks for 
sending us on this adventure, and 
thanks for praying! 
 
 
9/2, ET — My life is changing. My 
baby is 2 years old and can go to Bible class (yay!). I finished 
my last official language lesson (during which I attempted to 
explain to my teacher how I killed several hundred ants in my 
kitchen this week, and instead told her that I myself had died 
-- obviously I am not finished with learning this language). I 
start homeschooling again tomorrow (yay!), which means I've 
got all day kid-duty that frees up Jonathan to get into the 
community more (yay!).  In mission training we were given 2 
labels to describe the paradox of life: yay ducks and yuck 
ducks (a "pair of ducks"). Somehow we skipped over the 
scary duck. These are scary yays! 
 
 
9/3, JT — Sitting in a crowded alley in downtown Phnom 
Penh, sipping iced coffee with an older missionary, posters 
peeling off the walls, motos driving three feet from my back, 
smoke and market smells everywhere.  A two inch cockroach 
joins us for a bit, crawling up my friends arm.  This is defi-
nitely not Starbucks, but I love it.  Thank you for sending us, 
and thank you for praying for the people of Cambodia. 
 
 
9/4, JT — Had a great conversation with a shop owner this 

morning.  I gave her a Gospel of John in Khmer and she 
nearly started crying.  Asked where I got it.  Said she has fol-
lowed Jesus for six months but didn't understand her English 
Bible very well.  Said she meets in her shop with other believ-
ers every week.  Pray for the growth of the Church in Cam-
bodia! 
 
 
9/5, ET —My day in Cambodia included: Unlocking my 
gate this morning and being greeted by the preschool-age 
orphans next door. Snotty and dirty and wanting to come in 
my house.  Walking into Faith's room after naptime to find a 
gecko on the ground. Dead. Slimy and stinky and missing 

one leg.  Hearing wailing during fam-
ily read aloud time. Coming from a 
girl at the post-trafficking aftercare 
house near us. Seeing her comforted 
by the other girls who live there. 
 
 
9/11, JT — Khmer School of Lan-
guage levels zero (seriously), one, 
two, and three completed! Only sev-
enty-three more to go! 
 
 

9/11, JT — You might live in Asia if... You walk into a 
clothing store, tell an employee you're looking for some 
pants and shorts, he takes one look at you and says, "We 
don't have any that big." 
 
 
9/13, JT — Begin day talking with neighbor kids about 
climbing trees, swords, etc. Mosey down the street to sewing 
shop. Converse with owner about Phnom Penh, my too-long
-pants, and hear why “Buddha is good and Jesus is good 
too.” Feel awkward as two Buddhist monks walk up during 
aforementioned conversation. Continue down the street to 
moto dopes (like taxi drivers, only on motos). Get laughed 
at, but stand there anyways. After some brief conversation, 
get invited to visit one of their homes. Hop on moto, drive 
down narrow alley, and visit for about an hour, covering top-
ics such as religion, Phnom Penh, traffic, airplanes, carpentry 
tools. Feel awkward again as two Buddhist monks walk up. 
Lunch. Study. School. Order pizza for our dinner guest – my 
new friend who’s Romanian and Muslim and designs clothes. 
Ice cream.  Thank God for those who pray and send. 
 

 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.trotter


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Friends of Team Expansion, 
 
A couple of months ago, I wrote about Team Expansion's team in Osaka, Japan. Ever 
since the tsunami there in March, 2011, they've been caring for the people in north-
eastern Japan in the aftermath of one of the greatest catastrophes in recorded history. 
Perhaps your favorite Team Expansion missionary doesn't work in or near Japan. It 
doesn't matter. You can still be glad that, directly or indirectly, you are a part of a 
global team of people who made a difference. After a recent visit to the field, we 
worked together with the team members there to create and submit a grant request in 
support of a vision to bring long-lasting help and hope to a couple of affected commu-
nities. The good news this month is that IDES, the foundation to which we sent the 
request, said yes! Our team members working in the region now have an extra 
$175,625 to apply toward the cause. Thanks God. And thank you for being a part of a 
global organization focused on launching church planting movements among un-
reached peoples -- and helping those who are hurting. 
 
        
     Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

     STATS  — AUGUST 2012 
Beginning Balance $13,919.92* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,870.29** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $4,820  
(This includes a surprise gift of $1,000 from a 
friend of the ministry.  Thank you!) 
                              Total $5,245.00 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $242.29 
   Salary   $1,025 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $84.98 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (language) $197 
   Hospitality  $32 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $60.29 
   Office   $146 
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $216.50  
  Total $2,537.37 
 
Ending Balance  $17,248.38* 
Ending Field Cash $2,601.52** 
   
 

*Includes $6,500 set aside for furlough expense. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

TROTTER TAFFY  (by Elizabeth) — We are feeling stretched and pulled recently. 

Our schedule is much tighter now that we’ve transitioned to less language for me and 
more for Jonathan. Jonathan is out in the community more, practicing language, so he’s 
more mentally exhausted each day. My mind isn’t on language as much anymore, but 
it’s totally focused on figuring out how best to teach my boys and keep the girls quietly 
out of the way. We have less time margin, and consequently have less emotional mar-
gin. Please pray for us as we adjust to this new norm. 
 

FIREWORKS FOR FREEDOM — The folks at Rapha House are talking about 

getting a marketing guru to help with Fireworks for Freedom next year.  Please pray 
that this will work out well, releasing tons of money for the work here in Cambodia.  
As for this year’s total, I have not yet heard from Rapha House. 
 
INTERNATIONAL TEENS — I started teaching again last week, beginning a study 
called Chasing Daylight.  There were maybe 25 teens last week from at least 7 differ-
ent countries.  What a privilege to study the Bible with these young people! 
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Top: A 360 degree view from our roof. 
 
Left: Our neighbors, getting ready for their 
(loud) party.  We had a great view, even 
witnessing our first Cambodian line dance.   


