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MARKET DAY, HARVEST TIME 
By Elizabeth, first published on our blog on September 30th  
 

We recently decided that in order to minimize the time stress 

in our lives, I should make solo trips to the grocery store 

(instead of all 6 of us going). Because I don’t drive, I have to 

take tuk tuks. This week, after I return home and pay the tuk 

tuk driver, he demands more. I call Jonathan to bring me the 

extra 2000 riel I need (that’s only 50 cents, but I’m out of 

riel). Before he can bring it to me, the tuk tuk driver sighs, 

trudges to his moto, and drives away (possibly because I 

have already given him a fair wage??). Jonathan suggests 

that I walk to the drivers’ loitering place to give it to him. 

So I do. 

But I can’t find my driver. The 

other drivers tell me that he has 

gone home. And I’m not sure, 

but I think they say I can wait for 

him. (I’m working in Khmer 

here.) As I stand on the street 

trying to decide whether to re-

turn home or wait longer, an 

older woman approaches me and 

begins shooting questions in 

Khmer. Am I a Christian? Do I 

go to church? Do I know Chris-

tina, who is Catholic? I try to 

answer the questions, but that 

only leads to more questions. 

Am I Baptist? When do I go to church? Who do I go with? 

Lok Dtah, over there, he speaks English well, can I go talk to 

him? (Lok Dtah is the word for Grandfather, and although 

this man is her husband, that’s the respectful way to address 

him.) 

So I follow her to meet Grandfather. He says he has been a 

Christian for 4 years; he no longer goes to the pagoda. He 

speaks to me in both English and Khmer; I speak back 

mostly in Khmer. I learn that it is Lok Dtah’s grandson who 

invited Jonathan into his home 2 weeks ago (before viral 

meningitis took over our lives). He also says he is a Christian 

and even wants to go to church with us. I never do figure out 

if the grandmother is a Christian. I am, however, gone long 

enough that Jonathan worries and calls to check on me. 

During this conversation I smile pleasantly and behave as if 

everything is fine. I appear to believe their confessions of 

faith. 

But there is a war in my mind.  We’ve learned that the entire 

structure of Cambodian society – for a thousand years – is 

built on corruption. Bribes. Cheating. Poor people seeking 

wealth, and seeking to use people to gain more wealth. Even 

if those people are Christian missionaries. Our training with 

Team Expansion teaches us never to allow money to be in-

volved in church planting. But these people aren’t asking for 

money — or a job. They are simply giving me confessions of 

faith. How should I treat them? Shouldn’t I believe them to 

be Christians? Shouldn’t I treat them as Jesus instructs us in 

Matthew 13: 

Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is 

like a farmer who planted good seed in his field. But that 

night as the workers slept, his enemy came and planted 

weeds among the wheat, then slipped away. When the crop 

began to grow and produce grain, 

the weeds also grew. The farmer’s 

workers went to him and said, 

‘Sir, the field where you planted 

that good seed is full of weeds! 

Where did they come from?’ ‘An 

enemy has done this!’ the farmer 

exclaimed. ‘Should we pull out 

the weeds?’ they asked. ‘No,’ he 

replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat 

if you do. Let both grow together 

until the harvest. Then I will tell 

the harvesters to sort out the 

weeds, tie them into bundles, and 

burn them, and to put the wheat in 

the barn.’” Then, leaving the 

crowds outside, Jesus went into 

the house. His disciples said, “Please explain to us the story 

of the weeds in the field.” Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is 

the farmer who plants the good seed. The field is the world, 

and the good seed represents the people of the Kingdom. The 

weeds are the people who belong to the evil one. The enemy 

who planted the weeds among the wheat is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the world, and the harvesters are the 

angels. Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the 

fire, so it will be at the end of the world. The Son of Man will 

send his angels, and they will remove from his Kingdom eve-

rything that causes sin and all who do evil. And the angels 

will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine 

like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom. Anyone with ears to 

hear should listen and understand!” 

I am determined to fight the skepticism planted in my heart. I 

am committed to believing confessions of faith. I refuse to 

allow money to be an ingredient in church planting. But I 

will love my neighbors as myself. I will accept their testimo-

nies. And I will certainly leave the judgment in the hands of 

the Son of Man. 
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Friend of the Great Commission, 
 
As I write this update, I'm helping Team Expansion's great staff of "missionary kid 
care" specialists to stage a retreat for the college-aged children of our global force of 
360+ adult missionaries. These kids grow up overseas, then when it comes time to go 
to college, many have to move back to the USA, leaving their parents in the mission 
field. On top of all that, research has shown that missionary kids (or "MK's" for 
short), in particular, appreciate community. That's one of the reasons I'm always so 
glad that Team Expansion is so focused on the 250+ children of our worldwide work-
ers. 
 
Perhaps your favorite Team Expansion missionary doesn't have any college-aged chil-
dren right now. (Maybe he or she doesn't have any children at all.) Still, that probably 
doesn't stop you from being glad that your worker is associated with a group that has 
such a focus. Please pause today to give thanks for children who follow their parents 
cross-culturally. Ask God to protect and preserve them. Pray that He will lift them up 
if (when?) they ever become discouraged. Pray that their needs will be met at all stages 
of their lives, including transitional times such as Home Service or college. And thank 
you for your partnership! 
 
        
     Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

     STATS  — SEPTEMBER 2012 
Beginning Balance $17,248.38* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,601.52** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $2,739 
                              Total $3,164 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $315 
   Salary   $1225 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $68 
   Special Medical  $510.59 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (language) $97 
   Bibles   $16 
   Social Security (1/4) $557.88 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $34.53 
   Office/Postage  $147.50 
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $101.76  
  Total $3,606.57 
 
Ending Balance  $17,042.31* 
Ending Field Cash $2,506.26** 
   
 

*Includes $7,000 set aside for furlough expense. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

VIDEO FOR KIDS — A Christian ministry associated with Sonlight (our 
homeschool curriculum provider), recently produced a short video on Cambodia.  It’s 
designed for children and does a pretty good job of providing some vivid imagery and 
backstory.  Check it out with your family and pray for the Khmer people of Cambodia!   
Click Here to watch the video.  Here’s the link if you’re reading this as a hard copy:  
http://febc.convio.net/site/R?i=J1geS2jcolZduVIvdMZnXA 
 
READING IN KHMER — The folks at Red Bridge (our sending church) asked us 
to create a video for a Sunday morning worship service, including some Scripture read-
ing in Khmer.  Click here to view my fledgling attempts.  And again, if you’re reading 
the print edition, the actual web address is:  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ju0l6wamdmj2szm/3TWHYi7BlX 
 
SO GRATEFUL! —  Over the past month we’ve sent out some urgent prayer requests 
via our blog and Facebook.  And you responded!  After Elizabeth’s last blog post 
about our illness and the “Hungry Ghost” festival, our blog had over 150 hits from 
twelve different countries.  It is an honor to serve on the front lines alongside so many 
praying saints.  I say “alongside” because I truly believe that wherever the Kingdom of 
God advances, there is the front line -- whether you’re “at the ends of the earth, or 
down the street.” 
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Above: Food set out at our hotel as an offering to the ancestral 
spirits, providing them sustenance for their return to the under-
world. 
 
Bottom: Turns out, once you live in the tropics, this kind of 
place is only a four hour drive and a $20 boat ride away!   
 
Bottom Left:  Of course, your hotel bathroom might have giant 
snails, but whatever.  : ) 


