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―ABNORMAL, UNNATURAL, WRONG & BAD‖ 
 

That‘s what we‘ve heard a lot over the past 4 weeks here at 
MTI (Mission Training International).  They repeatedly 
stress the need to ―exit your world and enter their world.‖  
Of course, our natural inclination is to believe that every-
thing in our Americanized world is normal, natural, right, & 
good.  However, we‘ve been pushed and stretched and chal-
lenged to open our brains a bit.  : - ) 
 
This place has been life-changing for us, and for our kids 
too.  We‘ve studied conflict styles, team dynamics, transi-
tional models, phonetics, moral purity, typical missionary 
stressors, and so much more. 
 
Our kids have been exposed to different cultures, encour-
aged to think critically about what‘s ―good‖ about those 
cultures, what‘s ―bad‖ about those cultures, and what the 
Bible actually says about those ―good‖ and ―bad‖ things.   
 
We‘ve been encouraged to get comfortable with paradox.  
That is, we‘re really excited about going to Cambodia but 
we‘re really terrified about going to Cambodia.  We‘re look-
ing forward to leaving but we‘re dreading saying goodbye.  
We feel called to go, but we feel sad to leave. 

The paradox is real and it‘s so nice to have some words for 
our feelings.  This concept has been so helpful with the kids 
too, as they bounce between excitement about selling their 
toys and getting new ones to sadness about missing the 
neighbor‘s dog.  This is real, folks. 
 
We‘ve been told that we‘ll need to be ok with our children 
not being American.  Sure, they‘ll have a US passport, but 
the experience of growing up overseas will profoundly im-
pact them for the rest of their lives.  They‘ll be third culture 
kids.  Not American.  Not Cambodian.  Third culture. 
 
Yes, this can all sound very sad.  But it is also very happy.  
After all, it‘s a paradox.  So I invite you to embrace with us 
this life of paradox.  The paradox of joyful obedience and 
healthy grieving.  The upcoming goodbyes, as well as the 
new hellos. 
 
As we continue this journey of paradox, we remain ex-
tremely grateful for your prayers, notes of encouragement, 
and understanding.  We will shed tears in the coming 
months, and that‘s ok.  And if you want to cry with the 
Trotters, that‘s ok too. 
 
 

―TIGGER, WE‘RE HOME!‖ 
 

All of us boys went to Focus on the Family‘s headquarters 
this past Saturday.  We had a great time traveling through 
Whit‘s End and eating ice cream (it‘s what Trotter men do 
in their spare time). 
 
On our way back, we came up over a hill and could just 
barely see the MTI building, when I heard Isaac pipe up 
from the back seat and say to his beloved stuffed animal, 
―Tigger, we‘re home!‖  I definitely teared up, ‗cause that‘s 
also what Trotter men do. 
 
I am so grateful for this adventure, and for the life training 
and experiences our children are receiving.  Thank you so 
much for praying for their precious little hearts as they ―tag 
along‖ on this cross-cultural journey.  Even as I write this, 
Nathaniel‘s after-dinner comments echo through my mind, 
―Papa, I didn‘t think I‘d make friends this fast.‖ 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear friend of the Unreached, 
  
My son has recently started a Ph.D. degree. He called the other night, burdened by the 
sheer number of deadlines he was facing. He asked for tips. The suggestion I gave bor-
dered on the obvious: "Make a list." Write it all down, prioritize and organize by date 
and strategic priority. He called me back a couple of days later to say he had followed 
my advice and it had really helped. He was already feeling like he had a better handle on 
what was coming next - and he was at least sleeping five hours/night now. :-) 
  
Some time ago, researchers took a similar route with the world's unreached peoples. 
They made a list, which has been steadily improved and corrected with each passing 
month ever since. (See joshuaproject.net as a prime example.) All Team Expansion mis-
sionaries are dedicated to telling the tribes, castes and kindreds on that list. When you 
support his or her work, you're helping check off a global to do list -- one that has 
needed attention for centuries. So thank you for your help with the Task Remaining. 
God bless! 
  
   For the sake of unreached peoples, 
 
   Doug Lucas 
   dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Our remaining language training here at 
MTI.  Pray that we finish strong, with 
lots of tools for Khmer! 
 
Pray for our upcoming trip to Cambo-
dia later this month.  Pray that we‘ll 
find suitable housing and that the trip 
will be a great ―first look‖ for Eliza-
beth. 
 
Pray for the finalizing of our support. 

     STATS  — SEPTEMBER, 2011 
Beginning Checking $25,093.58* 
Beginning Field Cash $0 
     Total  $25,093.58 
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Rolla Church of Christ $50 
   Adrian C.C. ―Builders‖  $50 
   Red Bridge ―Veggies‖ $80  
   Individuals  $3,005 
                              Total $3,210 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Housing   $465 
   Salary   $975 
   Savings (IRA)  $200    
   Med Insurance  $224.59 
   Utilities  $221.67 
   International Serv. $100 
   Education (for children)$200 
   Education     $119.59 
   Compassion Project   $15.02 
   Office Supplies  $140.79 
   Travel   $256.44 
   SS Set Aside    $557.88 
   Special Medical  $7.37 
   Paypal   $35.79 
                              Total $3,552.45 
 
Ending Checking  $23,934.04 
Ending Field Cash $817.09 
     Total  $24,751.13 
 

Monthly Gifts Promised: $3,899.33 (91.1%) 
*Approximately $13,000 is designated for start-
up expenses after arrival in Cambodia. 

ON TCK‘S, BY A TCK 
 

SPLICE taught us that it‘s important for adult TCK‘s (Third Culture Kids) to revisit 
their host culture, preferably with their spouse.  Missionary kids and military kids are 
both TCK‘s.  My Dad was in the Army till I was 12, and he was last stationed at Fort 
Riley, Kansas, a couple hours west of Kansas City.  I wanted to see my old homes and 
schools in the Ft Riley/Junction City area, so we decided to drive through them on 
our way to MTI.  (I owe Dad a big thanks for encouraging me to get on post.)  Driv-
ing through my past gave me needed closure, even before I knew it was important. 
 
Because the military moved us so often, my parents‘ hometown felt like my hometown, 
and my grandparents‘ house felt like my home base.   Now that my parents have lived 
in the same house 11 years, it too feels like home.   TCK‘s often feel they have no 
home — home isn‘t in their passport culture (like their parents), and it isn‘t truly in 
their host culture, though they may be loved there.  It‘s important to me that my chil-
dren feel they have a home somewhere.  So in talking to the Children‘s Program Direc-
tor, who was himself a TCK, I was very concerned that he feel he has a home.  His 
answer to that question?  Home is where his family is.  By now, that includes his wife 
and children, and also his parents‘ home in the States.  But he also claims Heaven as his 
home.  Please pray along with me that my experience as a TCK will enable me to em-
pathize with my children in their quest for Home. 
 
Click Here to see Elizabeth‘s Facebook note about this topic.  (You‘ll have to be 
logged in to Facebook for the link to work; and you‘ll have to be her friend.)  : - ) 
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Above– Enjoying a meal at the lake with our 
Khmer tutor and his wife.  The front of  our 
newsletter shows Hannah chowing down on 
some beef  kabob cooked with lemon grass. 
Top Right - Hannah, entertaining folks at 
MTI.  She totally hammed it up and they 
loved her. 
Right - Discovering the joys of  ―Ice Blocking.‖ 
Bottom Right - A staged picture. 
Bottom - Isaac, helping with an illustration of  
the ―Transition Bridge.‖  It goes Settled, Un-
settling, CHAOS, Re-settling, and New Set-
tled.  That‘s what we‘ll be traveling on in the 
next couple of  years.  Right now, we‘re in the 
Unsettling stage. 


