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“Language learning is ministry.”  I’ve heard that a million times, 
but now, when I’m slogging my way through another lesson on a 
hot afternoon, or muddling my way through a conversation, I re-
mind myself that it’s true. 
 
After all, when God started all of this (the universe), he started 
with words, and then he sent the Word.  And then he commanded 
his disciples to use words.  His Gospel of love, of repentance, of 
grace, involves words.  And since our hope and plan is to stay and 
minister in this country long-term, the ability to speak (and listen 
when others speak), is vitally important. 
 
So, in addition to daily language lessons, I try to do what’s called a 
“language route.”  I walk pretty much the same route every day, 
building relationships, practicing language, and providing people 
with their daily laugh.  Here’s what my language route (and 
neighborhood) looks like… 
 
 

1. Our Front Porch   
I typically start here, speaking with the ever-present kids 

and adult staff at our 
neighborhood orphan-
age.  As soon as I walk 
out the door, I’m 
greeted with, “Hello, 
Jonny!” by a dozen 
voices.  I ask them ques-
tions, practice new 
words, they ask me 
where I’m going, etc.  I 

might even occasionally join them in a rousing rendition 
of Gangnam Style. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Moto Drivers (for hire) — These guys are always 
hanging out, waiting for business.  And since wasting  
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time would be, ahem, wasteful, they typically play cards 
and gamble.  These guys are a lot of fun, always ready 
to laugh at me, correct my grammar, and try to teach me 
words I don’t really want to know.  There is one guy in 
this group who is a young Christian.  Typically, he and 
I pull away from the group and he tells me stories and 
asks me questions.  His name is Yohsipe.  Please pray 
for him as he struggles to make a living in this city.  His 
wife and some of his children are still out in the prov-
inces. 
 
 
3. Family Kitchen 
There’s a little bitty “restaurant” there on the left.  
There’s a teen girl 
that helps her par-
ents run the place, 
and she’s trying to 
learn English.  So, 
typically, I’ll try to 
stop here, help her 
with a few sentences 
in English, ask 
what’s for dinner, 
and just shoot the 
breeze.  Please pray that I can continue to develop a re-
lationship with  (cont. on back) 
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Partner for the Unreached, 
 
Do you pray for your favorite Team Expansion missionary? If so, THANK you!!! If 
not, would you consider starting today? You might respond, "I'm not really sure God 
hears me when I pray." I bet if you ever asked your favorite Team Expansion worker, 
he or she would tell you stories about specific instances when prayers were answered. I 
know I have some. 
 
There's the story about our 4-year-old nearly dying in the USSR in 1991. I'm con-
vinced prayer changed the course of his destiny. Drawing those straws in Venezuela in 
1986. I have a half-dozen witnesses to verify it. And there are more. Your worker 
would have different stories, but the same conclusions. So if you would, please take 
another look at his or her last newsletter or email. Please take a moment to say a word 
to the Father. Then let the worker know you're praying. Your prayers are heard -- and 
your encouragement will help too. God bless you for your 
partnership. 
     
     Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
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     STATS  — OCTOBER 2012 
Beginning Balance $9,542.31* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,506.26** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $3,159 
                              Total $3,584 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $567.54 
   Salary   $1225 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $117.54 
   Special Medical  $32 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (ministry) $344.50 
   Office (printer/phone) $353.78 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $40.24 
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $7.50  
  Total $3,221.41 
 
Ending Balance  $10,164.13* 
Ending Field Cash $2,383.40** 
   
 

*Plus $7,500 set aside for home service. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

(continued from front)  
this family, eventually getting the courage to eat there.  For the record, when I asked 
some of the folks in the neighborhood if they ever get food from there, they balked 
and said, basically, “Are you out of your mind?”  
 
4. Tuk Tuks — Several moto and tuk tuk drivers hang out here, so it’s another great 
spot to just sit and visit.  These guys love talking religion, politics, Obama, everything.  
It’s fun.  This week, I had a looong conversation with a Buddhist monk at this inter-

section.  He talked about how you 
can be Buddhist and Christian at the 
same time, there is no heaven or hell, 
and we all just needed to work to-
gether to create “something beauti-
ful” in Cambodia.  He was from 
Iowa. 
 
 
As I meander around our neighbor-
hood, making friends and practicing 
Khmer, I’m constantly aware of your 
prayers and support.  You make this 
possible.  And Lord willing, this min-
istry of language learning will reap a 
harvest for eternity.  God bless. 
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Above:  Filled up and encouraged by two days at Cambodia’s 
first Global Leadership Summit.  Studied Jesus-honoring leader-
ship with hundreds of Khmer believers. 
 
Above Left: My daughter. 
 
Bottom Left: Hannah and Isaac enjoying some Khmer Iced  
Coffee. 
 
Bottom:  If I need to explain this to you, it wouldn’t be funny. 


