
 

GlobeTrotters 

MONTHLY NEWS FROM THE TROTTER FAMILY — 

EN ROUTE TO CAMBODIA 

      NOVEMBER  2011   

FIRST EXPOSURE -  By Elizabeth 
 

Here are some scattered thoughts from my first trip to 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
 
Seeing all the spirit houses and Buddhist wats (temples) 
made me nervous at first because I am aware of the spirit 
world.  But during my first full day in Cambodia, God re-
minded me that His Holy Spirit lives in me.  He has taken 
up residence in me, and there is room for no other.  I don’t 
have to be afraid, I BELONG TO JESUS, and I’m already 
taken. 
 
On my 3rd morning in Phnom Penh, Jonathan went for an 
early run, and I woke up sad and lonely.  Alone.  I asked 
God to be with me, and that I would find my “not-alone-
ness” not in Jonathan but solely in Him.  I remembered the 
phrase in the old hymn, “though none go with me, still I 
will follow,” and I felt the responsibility -- that rests on 
myself alone -- to decide to follow Jesus, no turning back. 
 
Halfway through this trip I had a breakdown.  I cried so 
hard I shook.  Mostly over having to wean Faith before the 
trip, but also over the dirt, the bugs, the heat, and even some 
skin care products I will miss.  In America I can always 
count on Jonathan to make me laugh when I cry, and it was 
no different in Cambodia.  What a blessing he is.  : - ) 
 
It’s certainly easier to process my own emotions, fears, and 
uncertainties than to deal with my concerns for my children.  
Will I lose my relationship with them?  That’s my greatest 
fear.  I want to love them and continue to be loved by them.  
I want to keep laughing with them.  I don’t want to watch 

them grieve the loss of grandparents and friends.  I will only 
survive Cambodia if my family stays strong, so pray for all 6 
of us! 
 
We have an amazing ministry opportunity in Cambodia, 
even in the beginning as we are learning the language.  The 
Sath family hosts a kids’ club in their home twice a week.  
(We know them through Jonathan’s step-mom Lyla.)  
There were about 30 in attendance the day we visited, 
which was small according to Theara, the daughter who 
runs the club.  They have asked Jonathan to help minister to 
teenagers.  I was able to listen to a more complete version of 
the Sath family’s testimony and saw Theara’s face literally 
fill with light when she described the change in neighbor 
relations over the years from persecution to baptism.  She 
gives all the credit to God.  Pray for more of their neighbors 
to follow Christ.  Pray for freedom from the alcoholism, 
gambling, and adultery problems among the Khmer people.  

THE “YAY/YUCK” PARADOX -  By Elizabeth 
 

At MTI we learned about the paradox of joys and trials in missionary life.  Here are some of my yays and yucks so far.  
 
YAY        YUCK 
No moldy shower curtains (they have none)    No toilet paper in public or private Khmer restrooms 
Cambodia smells so good (spicy food)    Cambodia smells so bad (constant trash piles) 
Fried Rice and Chicken Curry!  Yum!    Very little cheese that is VERY expensive 
I can take classes at language school 2 hours a day   I must learn this language 
Ministry opportunities with the Kids’ Club    It’s sad to say good-bye to youth ministry after 10 years 
I learned some new birth customs already    It’s hard for me to accept traditions not based in science 
Friendly international church with kids’ program   I miss my Red Bridge church family 
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Partner in the Task, 
  
I just returned from a field visit to Ukraine where, in 1991, our workers began from 
scratch learning language, sharing Christ, and baptizing those who believed in Him. 
Soon there were 15 believers, then 30, then 60, then 120 and, before we knew it, there 
were 1000 believers joining together in white-hot worship, sharing their faith both at 
home and abroad. Within 6 years, each Team Expansion USA-sent worker was able to 
withdraw, leaving behind a stable church with its own staff and even a Bible college 
that trains preachers and missionaries.  
 
So, if there are no Team Expansion workers remaining there, why did I go? Because 
last weekend, the church celebrated its 20th birthday. They gave thanks for people like 
you, who sponsored the work of servants like your favorite Team Expansion mission-
ary. Scripture came alive right before our very eyes! "Because of the service by which 
you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies 
your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and with everyone else."  (2Co 9:13) 
  
   Thankful for your partnership, 
 
   Doug Lucas 
   dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Praise God for a great house that cost 
much less than we were expecting!  We 
feel very blessed to have found this row 
house that is close to the Allisons, the 
Kids Club, and sits square in the mid-
dle of a Khmer neighborhood.  Please 
begin now to pray for our neighbors 
and friends in Phnom Penh! 

     STATS  — OCTOBER, 2011 
Beginning Checking $23,934.04* 
Beginning Field Cash $817.09 
     Total  $24,751.13 
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Rolla Church of Christ $50 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Red Bridge “Veggies” $29 
   Individuals  $3,260 
                              Total $3,414.00 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Housing   $465 
   Housing (Deposit) $1,300 (start up) 
   Salary   $975 
   Savings (IRA)  $200    
   Med Insurance  $224.59 
   Special Medical  $103.55 
   Utilities  $250 
   Promo/Representation $140 
   Education (for children)$200 
   Education     $13.55 
   Evangel./Hospitality   $28.59 
   Cell phone in Cambodia $25 
   Travel/survey trip $819.06 (start up) 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $31.89 
                              Total $4,809.54 
 
Ending Checking  $22,538.50 
Ending Field Cash $113.00 
     Total  $22,651.50 
 

 
Monthly Gifts Promised: $4,595.58 (107.4%) 
*Approximately $13,000 is designated for start-
up expenses after arrival in Cambodia. 

Up & Coming Stuff 
November 4 - Preaching at Sanctuary of Faith in the Marlborough neighborhood 
November 7-11 - Team Leader Summit in Louisville, Kentucky 
November 17 - Teaching at a home school co-op in Joplin  
November 27 - Preaching at Red Bridge 
November 30 - December 8 - Farewell tour of Rolla, Camp Tahkodah, and Searcy  
December 11 - Preaching at South Evans Christian Church, Trenton, Missouri 
 
 

107 % 
Wow.  What can I say?  Thanks to God’s faithfulness and your generosity we have 
made it past 100% of our original budget!  Hot Dog!  We’ve got our pre-departure 
interview lined up at Team Expansion next week and it’ll be good to report our fund-
raising status.  : - ) 
 
You may see us continue our fundraising for a bit, and here’s why: in missions fund-
raising, it’s generally assumed that you’ll lose a certain percentage in the first year 
(donors’ situations change, folks who said they’d give are never able to give, etc.).  For 
those reasons, it’s recommended that we try to raise 110% of our budget.  But even 
with that figure, we’re pretty close!  So again, thank you so much.  And please remem-
ber, we value your prayers and your friendship too!  It’s such a blessing to keep in 
touch with phone calls and e-mails.  We’ll do our best too, but if you ever get the urge 
to contact us, please do.  It will be most welcome and encouraging.   
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Top - Elizabeth the Brave 
Top Right - A little ways down the street from 
our new house. 
Right - Our new house! 
 
Bottom Right - Enjoying a ride in a tuk-tuk 
Bottom - Our new landlords.  This couple was 
so sweet and so excited to have renters!  And 
we are so excited about renting their house!  
Please pray that everything will go smoothly as 
they put the final touches on the new con-
struction and as we continue to pack up for 
the big move.  Also, please pray that God will 
bless this sweet young family with Himself. 


