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UPDATED FURLOUGH INFO 
November - December, 2013 
 

Yes, we know it’s a ways away, but we wanted to let ya’ll 
know about our updated schedule.  Originally, we were plan-
ning a furlough in the spring of 2014.  But then we found 
out that the International Conference on Missions (formerly 
called the National Missionary Convention) was going to be 
in Kansas City in November, 2013.  Also, Team Expansion 
hosts a Team Leader Summit every other year and we’re re-
quired to attend.  (“Required” is a strong word; we attended 
the Summit in November, 2011 and it was such a wonderful 
time of fellowship with other team leaders and missionaries 
that we wouldn’t want to miss it.) We’re very excited to be 
able to attend again in November, 2013. 

So, we hope to be back in the U.S. from November to De-
cember, 2013. 
 
The ICOM is not just for missionaries.  In fact, we’re so 
excited about inviting as many of you as possible.  Plan on 
attending this event.  Team Expansion typically has a huge 
exhibit there, so it’d be a great time for you to connect more 
with the people of Team Expansion. 
 
If you’re familiar with the Tulsa Soul Winning Workshop, 
it’s kind of like that, only quite a bit “huger.”  Click Here to 
read an article from the Christian Standard, written by 
Teresa Williams, a good family friend.  She writes about her 
experience at the convention in 2010.  Visit their website at 
www.nationalmissionaryconvention.org for more info. 

20 SECONDS OF INSANE COURAGE -By Elizabeth 
 
In the movie We Bought a Zoo, the recently widowed dad 
tells his adolescent son, “Sometimes all you need is 20 sec-
onds of insane courage.” 
 
As the following story illustrates, I’ve often needed courage 
in my life. Toward the end of 6th grade, I heard an announce-
ment for students who were interested in intramural volley-
ball during the next school year. I was interested in intramu-
ral volleyball. I hesitated.  I looked at the door. I watched a 
sports-y blonde girl leave for the meeting. I wanted to go.  I 
don’t know why I wanted to go learn about intramural vol-
leyball – hadn’t I always been afraid of balls hitting me on 
the head?? I looked at the door longer. I was afraid to get up 
out of my seat and go. I was afraid people would know I was 
interested in volleyball. I was afraid to leave in the middle of 

elective and miss some-
thing. I was afraid if I 
went I would be stuck in 
intramural volleyball for-
ever even if I changed my 
mind.  My fear became 
glue in my seat. Even after 
I knew it was too late to 
attend that meeting, I 
looked at the door and 
wished I had gone. And I 
have always been so em-
barrassed that I was em-
barrassed, that I never 
told anyone that story. 
 

20 seconds of courage?? Is that really all I need? The young 
woman who lives next door seems very sweet but shy. I have 
been thinking, praying, about getting to know her. I know 
enough Khmer to exchange a few short, insignificant sen-
tences. 
 
Last week we were playing outside with our kids one evening. 
I saw her. I hesitated. Was she staying outside or going back 
inside? Would she think something was wrong with me if I 
try to talk to her? I haven’t ever talked to her before. Jona-
than knows about my fears and my hopes. He gave me a nod. 
That nod said, take 20 seconds and go talk to your neighbor! 
 
I took a deep breath.  I picked up baby Faith. I walked over 
to the newly married neighbor lady. I said something. I am 
not sure, but I think I asked her about her baby. I stayed, and 
we talked a little in Khmer. She talked with her friends in 
Khmer, too, and I have no clue what they were talking about. 
It felt. . . uncomfortable. 
 
But I did it, I walked from my front door to her front door. 
A distance that is farther than the sum of its steps. A distance 
that is truly an ocean apart. With 20 seconds of insane cour-
age. 
 
 
I’ll follow wherever You lead. Where You send I will go, I 
will go. To the ends of the earth, or down the street, Where 
you send I will go, I will go 
 
That’s the 3rd verse to a song Jonathan wrote (listen to it 
here).  Its piercing truth stays with me: now that I’ve gone to 
the ends of the earth, I must still go down the street. 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
http://christianstandard.com/2011/01/go-you-why-you-should-attend-the-national-missionary-convention/
http://www.nationalmissionaryconvention.org
http://trotters41.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/one-thing-i-ask.mp3


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Partner in Progress, 
 
Volunteerism is alive and well today! Every Team Expansion missionary starts as a 
Volunteer (raising funds equal to his or her ministry needs plus the money it will take 
to support the worker's salary). Churches, friends and family members continue to 
volunteer in many ways by providing food, housing, money, and even accompanying 
workers in their various outreaches. As a result of all this amazing compassion, literally 
hundreds of thousands of lives are being impacted for eternal good -- and, we trust, 
tens of thousands will spend eternity in Heaven instead of Hell. After all, Team Ex-
pansion workers baptized 829 new believers last year alone, bringing to 12,479 the 
total number baptized so far in Team Expansion's history. They also established 28 
new churches, allowing our 340 workers in 46 countries to regularly welcome over 13 
thousand worshippers worldwide each and every week. We give thanks for God's 
power, manifested through His Good News, His global force of Team Expansion 
Volunteers and Team Members, and His Spirit which binds us all together. 
 
   Thankful for the chance to serve you, 
 
   Doug Lucas 
   dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

     STATS  — APRIL 2012 
Beginning Balance $11,851.49* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,397.38** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $4,085 
                              Total $4,510 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $740.36 (w/startup) 
   Salary   $1,225 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $79.78 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (language) $414.50 
   Social Security  $557.88 (quarterly) 
   Team Building  $34 
   Spec. Medical  $222 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $55.60 
   Office   $143 
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $144.50                   
  Total $4,149.93 
 
Ending Balance  $11,826* 
Ending Field Cash $2,569.24** 
   
 

*Includes $4,500 set aside for furlough expense. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click this picture to view our new promo video for Fireworks for Freedom,  
or visit www.fireworksforfreedom.com 

 
In 2012, Fireworks for Freedom hopes to raise at least $10,000 for the Christ-
centered ministry of The Rapha House. As of May, 2012, we’re at $2,000… 

— Cambodian Dust Buster — 

http://www.teamexpansion.org/
http://www.redbridgechurch.org
mailto:trotters41@gmail.com
http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
http://www.fireworksforfreedom.com
http://www.redbridgechurch.org/
http://youtu.be/FF0wpSpgV3Q



