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A MIDWIFE IN MALI  -  By Elizabeth 
 

In preparing for overseas missions we have been reading reading reading.  Lots of books.  
One I read recently was When Helping Hurts – How to Alleviate Poverty without 
Hurting the Poor and Yourself.  It contained intense biblical teaching on how NOT to 
minister to the materially poor.  Along with that I read Monique and the Mango Rains 
– Two Years with a Midwife in Mali, which, although not from a Biblical perspective, 
gave me a world of insight into cross-cultural service.  It applied especially to my situa-
tion as my teammate, Casey, and I dream of working with pregnant moms, all the way 
up through labor and delivery, and beyond, into early motherhood.  That’s why I’m pur-
suing training as a doula (aka labor coach) before we cross the Pacific. 
 
What is so neat about these readings is that much of their collective wisdom coincides 
with our week of Kairos and other books Jonathan has been reading in preparation for 
cross-cultural mission work, which I will let him write about if and when he feels the 
need.  : - )  So husband and wife are learning together.  One recurring theme we have 
discovered is the arrogance of most Americans who try to minister to a lost world full of lost people who are not like us.  
Please pray that I will be humble enough to respect the people I work with and kind enough to be a missionary God can 
use to show His Son’s love.  

LISTEN  -  By Elizabeth 
 

I posted my theme for the year – Listen -- around my 
house.  So I’m on the watch for what God wants to teach 
me, and He seems to be drawing me to His Spirit.  I know 
He lives in me, and I’ve had an ongoing conversation with 
Him for years.  I ask for guidance, He guides. I ask for com-
fort, He comforts.  But I’m learning He is more than merely 
a candy machine, dispensing money or answers or happiness 
when I input some prayers.  He is Holy.  The Almighty 
God of the universe lives in us.  Sometimes I have forgotten 
what a big deal this actually is.  Let me also say that my 
education in the Spirit has been very humbling.  I’ve learned 
to reverence Him so much more – a powerful God who is 
not a toy to be played with. 
 
God has always been there for me over the years, as a coun-
selor Who I can trust, Who handles my emotions, and 
Who heals my soul.  But my relationship with Him as a 
person was rather emotion-less.  These past few months I’ve 
been on a journey to fall more in love with God.  I’ve gained 
this ridiculous longing for Heaven I’ve never had before.  
Sure, I knew Heaven was perfect.  It was going to be fun.  
But now, I see it differently.  God is there.  And I want to 
be with Him so much.  This world is so broken, but 
Heaven is whole.  God is there -- that’s why it’s whole.  So I 
do feel I’m falling more in love with the Lord.  I am so 

grateful for all He’s done in my heart my entire life, and 
especially in this new year.  I hope to fall more in love with 
Him not just the rest of this year but all the years of my life. 
 
P.S.  Some of what I’m learning I read in Francis Chan’s 
Forgotten God.  
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 

Dear Friend of the Great Commission, 
 
When friends ask my wife if she worries when I travel overseas, she explains, "Not 
really. When Doug's traveling, more people are praying for him than at any other time, 
so I figure he's safer than ever."  
 
Likewise, when you lift up the needs of your favorite Team Expansion missionary, you 
not only put at ease that worker's family members and friends, but you also speed along 
the progress of the gospel. Paul wrote to the Colossians (from prison, interestingly 
enough), "Pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may 
proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it 
clearly, as I should." These words are engraved on the chimney of a unique double-sided 
fireplace in the Fern Creek Christian Church Prayer Pavilion here at Emerald Hills.  
 
We thank you for bringing them to life for your favorite worker. And thank you for 
your support of Team Expansion's global vision of transforming 
communities among the unreached by planting churches. 
 
    Gratefully Yours, 
             
    Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
SPIRITUAL DARKNESS — As I con-
tinue talking with my Khmer tutor and 
the Allisons, it remains clear that there 
is a powerful darkness in Cambodia.  
Pray for God to move mightily among 
the Khmer people. 
 
MONEY — Nearly 100% of start-up 
costs...raised!  Whoohoo! 
 
REVIVAL PREACHIN’ — Thank you so 
much for praying! 
 
GERMANY TRIP — The trip went 
great.  Thank you so much for your 
prayers.  Please continue to pray for the 
Bratchers and their team in Hildesheim. 

     STATS  — MARCH, 2011 
Beginning Balance  $18,993.04 
 
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Rolla Church of Christ $50 
   Individuals (general) $3,995.00 
   Individuals (start-up) $1,844.77 
   Bank correction  $00.90 
                              Total $5,915.67 
Expenses  
   PayPal   $28.93 
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Housing   $465 
   Salary   $1,200 
   Med Insurance  $224.59 
   Utilities  $250 
   International Serv. $100 
   Education (language) $12.35 
   Airfare for July trip $1781.50 
                               Total $4,095.68 
 
Ending balance  $20,813.03 
 

Monthly Gifts Promised: $2,636 (61.6%) 
Start up costs raised: $34,988.65 (99.7%) 

RANDOM NOTES  
 

Germany - What a trip!  I had a great time visiting some missionaries on the field 
in northern Germany.  It was so good to hear from the mission team about strat-
egy, raising kids on the field, the global Kingdom, etc.  For more on Germany, 
visit their website at www.bratcher.de.  For more pictures, click here. 
 
Revival - I recently had the opportunity to speak at a revival in the heart of the 
Marlborough community.  The people were so kind and gracious, and it was so 
encouraging to meet many of the local ministers.  We’re praying for revival in the 
hearts of the people of Marlborough.  To listen to my revival message, click here. 
 
Start-Up Costs - Check it out, we’re at 99.7%!  Whoohoo!  Thank you all so 
much for your generosity!  And though it looks like we’ve got a lot in the bank, 
that money pretty much evaporates when we move (airfare x 6, moto, visas, etc.). 
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Top:  The youth group at the church in Hildesheim, Ger-
many.   Youth Night:  loud music, pizza, arm wrestling, and 
listening to an old, bald guy.  Yup, it’s universal. 
 
Top right:  Failing at being cool at a castle in northern Ger-
many 
 
Right:  Cross-cultural stress on ―Stinky Street‖ in the old 
section of Hildesheim.  That wall’s 1,000 years old and this 
little area used to be where they threw the...um...stinky stuff. 
 
Bottom:  Poor missionary kid, just trying to fit in. 
 
Bottom Right:  Nathaniel lovin’ them rice noodles at Khmer 
language lessons. 


