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ANGKOR WAT — BY ELIZABETH 
 

Six months into my journey of living in the Kingdom of 
Cambodia, I left the capital city of Phnom Penh for the first 
time and travelled to Siem Reap and Angkor Wat. The first 
thing I learned on our trip is that Cambodian countryside is 
absolutely gorgeous. Emerald fields, towering trees, sapphire 
skies, cotton clouds – that’s what God painted on the way 
between Phnom Penh and Siem Reap. I already knew Cam-
bodia boasted the best clouds (and daily!) that I have ever 
beheld. But I never knew there were hills . . . or so much 
green. I am falling in love with Cambodia. 
 
Our family went to Angkor Wat, the ancient Hindu temples 
that comprise the largest religious complex in the world. Al-
though Angkor Wat is the most ancient building I’ve ever 
visited, and although it’s beautiful, I learned this week that I 
am much more impressed with the Creator’s natural beauty 
than I am with man’s stone structures (as mentioned earlier).  
But to give you an idea of what it’s like to spend the day at 
Angkor, think back to a time when you went to Worlds of 
Fun or the Kansas City Zoo at the height of summer. Re-
member the smell of sunscreen? Remember how hot you 
were? Remember how much walking was required? Angkor is 
all that, without the roller coasters. There are, however,  
elephants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Angkor Wat is crowded with a lot of tourists, mostly Asian. 
I’ve been here long enough to recognize Khmer as a familiar 
sound, and other Asian languages as foreign. By now Khmer 
sounds more pleasing to my ears than any other Asian lan-
guage. Nationals at a tourist hub are always surprised when 
foreigners speak Khmer, as we did. It felt good to be able to 
have short conversations.  It felt good to begin to understand 
a few scattered Khmer words on the hotel TV (a “first” for 
me). It felt good when the vendors gave us better prices for 
the bottled drinks “because you speak Cambodia.” 
 
Because I know the language and people better now than I 
did 6 months ago, I am comfortable shopping at the local 
market (as long as it’s not food), eating at Khmer restaurants, 
and I am even starting to become accustomed to Cambodian 
public bathrooms (yikes!). It doesn’t seem strange anymore 
to be the only white people at, say, a bowling alley (true 
story). In fact, living here no longer feels strange. And that is 
the strange part. Yet that is the grace of God.  And I thank 
Him for it. 
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Partners, 
 
I've just returned from a trip to Japan to help lead prayer walks in various locations 
around the country. In addition, I was humbled by the opportunity to mentor some of 
our newest workers while encouraging some of our seasoned veterans there in 3 differ-
ent locations. One team is working hard in the city of Ishinomaki, which was heavily 
impacted by the tsunami of March 11, 2011. You would have been so proud of all of 
them. While everyone else was fleeing the disaster, they were seeking it out, driving 
toward it. They were among the first to arrive. Immediately, they developed innovative 
and effective methods of transporting life-sustaining supplies to those who needed 
them most. As soon as the situation allowed, they moved their families directly into 
some of the hardest-hit areas so they could work shoulder-to-shoulder with local peo-
ple to rebuild homes, lives, and futures, and just BE with the people, life on life. 
They're still there today. 
 
There's something about Team Expansion culture, the world over. They aren't afraid 
of work. They invest their entire lives into the local people. They stretch every dollar 
to maximum impact with maximum love. Your favorite missionary is cut from the 
same mold. Please join me today in giving thanks for hard workers... and thank you for 
helping make possible their labor! God bless you this month! 
 
        
       Doug Lucas 
      dlucas@teamexpansion.org 
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     STATS  — JUNE 2012 
Beginning Balance $13,017.38* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,702.69** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $3,375 
                              Total $3,800 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $329.44 
   Salary   $1,075 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $85.83 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Social Security(set aside) $557.88 
   Education (language) $227.55 
   Hospitality  $6.50 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $39.69 
   Office   $294.25 
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $309.25       
  Total $3,458.70 
 
Ending Balance  $13,450.40* 
Ending Field Cash $2,869.38** 
   
 

*Includes $5,500 set aside for furlough expense. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

 
Our printed 

newsletter is just 
a part of our 

communications 
back to the 

States.  Much of 
our communica-
tion happens via 
e-mail and blog.  
If you would like 

to receive our 
regular e-mails 
and prayer up-
dates, just visit 

our website 
(listed below) 
and sign up.  

Thanks! 
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Top: Faith climbing Angkor Wat 
Above Left: Sharing the Word with Khmer believers 
Above: Celebrating life, six months in!  : ) 
Left: At some ruins around Angkor Wat 
Below: Celebrating Christmas in July with the McKeevers! 


