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ONE YEAR IN... 
 

Amazing.  That’s how I’d describe this year.  So many of you 
have given sacrificially and prayed fervently; we have “felt the 
love.”  Lord willing, we’re in this for the long haul, and we 
readily recognize that any ministry that happens on this side 
of the planet is a direct result of you.  Thank you.  Our work 
here is your work too, and the victories are shared.  That’s 
the beauty of the Church. 
 
How do you summarize a year?  I have no idea... 
 
January, 2012 was probably the hardest month of our lives.  
But even so, we were surrounded by your prayers and the 
hands on help of some folks in-country: Cassie and Lyla, 
Kathryn, the Allisons, Hayes, and Welches.  These folks 
made that first month bearable, and we’re very grateful. 
 
Elizabeth completed six months of language study, giving her 
the confidence to get around town by herself.  I’m just about 
to complete Level Four at my language school, and though 
I’ve got a LONG ways to go, I can read Khmer fairly easily, 
and enjoy having daily conversations with neighbors and 
friends in Khmer.  I continue to study/practice Khmer about 
five hours per day. 
 
I was sick (in bed, ugly sick) for more days this year than the 
past ten years combined.  That was fun. 
 
Elizabeth started a homeschool co-op for our children. 
 
I taught through the book of Galatians and a Bible study 
called Chasing Daylight at our international church. 
 
I spoke at two TCK conferences, one about Connecting to 
the Heart of Christ, the other about Home. 
 
The neighbor kids yell at me all the time, even when I’m eat-
ing at local restaurants.  “Hey Jonny!”  It’s a joy to be some-
what known in the community. 
 
A local Khmer preacher invited me to preach at a Khmer 
church.  I tried, speaking for the first ten minutes in Khmer. 
 
We hosted our Field Coordinator from Team Expansion and 
his wife, our forwarding agent and a representative elder 
(who also serve as honorary grandparents), and various other 
grandparents and family.  : ) 
 
Our family really feels settled here (a major task for newbie 

missionaries).  Elizabeth and I very much feel like this place 
is home. 
 
Our kids laugh a lot and really enjoy playing with the 
neighborhood kids.  (This is something we didn’t push, but 
after about nine months, just happened naturally.)  
 
Although most research shows that the first year on the field 
is tough on missionary marriages, we’re so grateful that our 
marriage is better than ever. 
 
Wrapped up one year of monthly coaching meetings with 
two experienced missionaries from Team Expansion. 
 
God has provided an older, experienced, church-planting 
missionary here in Phnom Penh who has agreed to help 
coach and mentor me in further ministry. 
 
We discovered how to purchase nearly everything we need 
locally. (Except good candy like Mike & Ikes and Dots.) 
 
Our website received about 6,700 views from 87 different 
countries.   
 
I spoke about Jesus with a Buddhist monk from Iowa, a 
Muslim lady from Romania, an atheist from Denmark, and a 
bunch of Khmer folks from our neighborhood. 
 
 
Prayers and Plans for 2013 
I plan on continuing with about five hours of language and 
cultural study per day.  After completing Level 5 at KSL, I’ll 
be learning Bible stories in Khmer in order to start telling 
them. 
 
I’ll continue teaching the teens at our church.  Starting in 
February, we’ll be looking at the Words of Christ, starting in 
Matthew and going from there... 
 
We are excited to continue our prayers for and pursuit of a 
church-planting movement among the Khmer people.  For 
our part, we feel like God has called us to build upon two 
main pillars; 1) one-on-one Biblical counseling, and 2) work 
among Khmer young people.  What this will end up looking 
like is anyone’s guess, but we commit to work hard, trusting 
the Lord to grow and mature his Church in the Kingdom of 
Cambodia.   
 
Thank you for praying, and thank you for sending. 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Great Commission Teammate, 
 
Team Expansion workers are passionate people. In fact, we sometimes refer to our "7 
Great Passions."  They are: God, Prayer, People, Effective communication, Making 
disciples, "Creative, strategic perseverance until the results are achieved," and Growth. 
By naming these 7 passions as special -- and by being intent on chasing after them -- 
we hope to avoid what otherwise might have become an "average" life. And believe me 
-- your favorite Team Expansion worker is anything but "average." Merriam-Webster 
defines passion as an "intense, driving, or overmastering feeling or conviction." Can 
you see why we chase after these 7 in particular? Today, please join me in praying that 
your favorite Team Expansion worker can become all the more focused on these 7 
Great Passions. May we celebrate the New Year with Godly passion. (More on the 
web at teamexpansion.org. Click "About us" then "7 Great Passions.") 
 
 
     Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

     STATS  — DECEMBER 2012 
Beginning Balance $7,378.92* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,672.55** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $500 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $4,264 
      (includes one lump sum gift of $1,000) 
                              Total $4,939 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $253 
   Salary   $1225 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $92.20 
   Evangelism  $110 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (ministry) $86.70 
   Office   $133 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $26.53  
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $113  
  Total $2,572.74 
 
Ending Balance  $8,721.34* 
Ending Field Cash $2,450** 
   
 

*Plus $7,500 set aside for Stateside service. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

More Details 
 

Our first trip back to the U.S. will be this coming fall.  We’ll be attending some train-
ing at Team Expansion’s headquarters, attending the International Conference on Mis-
sions, and hopefully hanging out with you!  We’ll provide more details and dates as the 
year progresses. 
 
Total 2012 Expenditures:  $41,188.80 (general) 
                                       $17,808.08 (one-time start-up costs, flights, vehicle, etc.) 
   $58,996.88 TOTAL 
 
Total 2012 Receipts: $47,827.70 (from sixty-four individuals and families) 
   $5,490      (from four churches) 
   $53,317.70 
 
As you can see, individuals matter! Individual giving makes up about 90% of our 
yearly income.  Thank you!  We are also blessed to have the monthly support of four 
churches; Red Bridge church of Christ, Adrian Christian, South Evans Christian, and 
the Rolla church of Christ. 
 
May God richly bless you all, as you follow close, wherever He leads and whatever the 
cost. 
 
                                                              *Note: detailed income/expense reports available upon request. 

http://www.teamexpansion.org/
http://www.teamexpansion.org/
http://www.redbridgechurch.org
mailto:trotters41@gmail.com
http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
http://www.redbridgechurch.org/


Early January, I was invited to speak at an international youth conference for TCKs.  TCKs (third culture kids) are grow-
ing up in a country and culture that is different than their passport country.  For example, most of the teens pictured 
above live in Cambodia or China, but they’re from the US, Germany, Switzerland, the Philippines, Australia, S. Korea, 
Singapore, etc.  I’ve read about TCKs (because I have four of them), but this was a great opportunity to get to know what 
it’s really like.  Typically, TCKs experience more transition and more goodbyes before they’re eighteen than a lot of folks 
experience in a lifetime. Because of this, I felt led to speak about Home.  It was emotionally challenging, talking about 
grief, loss, and Heaven.  But hey, I should be used to crying in front of people, right?!  : ) 
 
I presented three main sessions on Home: 1) Defining home, grief, and Jesus as a TCK, 2) Establishing God’s desire to 
make his home with us, both now and forever, and 3) What to do if you feel like you’ve lost home and how to find it 
again in the presence of Christ. 
 
Many of you prayed and even fasted for this event.  Thank you so much!  I believe God really spoke and ministered to 
many of the teens.  Here’s what some of the teens said they learned at Epic… 
 
— I learned a lot about what home really is and understood myself more as a TCK. Being a TCK, home is not   
     one place. But my true home is heaven. 
— Home isn’t here on earth, it’s with God in heaven. It’s okay to cry and be sad, to let everything out.    
— It’s okay to cry and still be a tough person/man. 
— Grief is not healed fast. 
— God also had to grieve because he had to say goodbye to Jesus (his son) and that he knows what we are going         
     through. That Jesus was away from his home for a long time. 
— About Jesus as a “TCK”; grief cycle. 
— Jesus understands our sense of dislocation. He REALLY understands. 
— The 3rd session was pretty special to me. It was a pretty emotional moment, and the first time I prayed one-on  
     -one with a certain friend that I’ve known for 5 years. 
— I learned that your “destination changes your journey.” 
— I learned that wherever I am, God is with me. God is not only with me, he is    
     within me. I am his temple/home. God is homesick too! He’s homesick for me    
     and my heart. 
— Being a TCK, home is not one place. But my true home is heaven. 
— It’s okay to cry and be sad, to let everything out. 
—The thing that was special was the last night of EPIC, and we sat down and   
     started crying, we couldn’t stop and we shared all our memories about our  
     past life. 
 
See more pictures from EPIC on Facebook. 

To read more testimonies from EPIC, visit www.epictck.com/testimonies. 

 

   This is where I slept.  I have a whole new understanding of the phrase “hardwood floors.” 
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