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CONFIRMING THE CALL 
                                                

Cambodia seemed like the logical place to go after I heard 
God’s call for missions.  Team Expansion only sends mis-
sionaries to unreached people groups (less than 5% evan-
gelical Christian), and Cambodia hit the mark with less than 
2%.  Plus, Christians aren’t violently persecuted there.  
Logical, right? 
 
But I have become increasingly 
convinced that though it may 
be a difficult field, I must go 
where the beautiful, scandalous 
Cross of Christ has not been 
preached.  The spirit of Bud-
dhism and animism (ancestor 
worship) inhabit Cambodia; 
they are thickly oppressive.  
Nationals are resistant to Christianity both for reasons of 
culture (to be Cambodian is to be Buddhist) and religion 
(karma ensures that one’s sins are punished personally). 
 
I had become so convinced of this calling that when Monte 
Cox, Harding University’s Dean of Bible and Religion, 
asked me ―Why Cambodia?‖ in front of his freshman hon-
ors’ class, I didn’t hesitate to answer.   
They have not heard, that is why.  

LOVERESCUEHEAL AT THE RAPHA HOUSE 
 

The prophet Isaiah speaks of Jesus: ―He has sent me to 
comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that captives 
will be released and that prisoners will be freed‖ (61:1). 
 
The Rapha House cares for girls after they have been res-

cued from sex slavery.  Pre-
venting human trafficking is 
a new focus for them – edu-
cating families so that chil-
dren don’t get trafficked in 
the first place.  The Sath 
family in Phnom Penh hosts 
the Friends of Jesus Club in 
their backyard several times 
a week.  It’s a safe place 
where poor street kids can 

play, sing songs, and learn Bible stories.  It’s now part of 
Rapha House’s prevention efforts, and we are excited to be 
a part of it when we move.  I loved meeting Theara Sath, 
the daughter who runs the Club, for the first time at the 
National Missionary Convention.  (Jonathan met her in 
February during his survey trip.) 
 
The world map pictured above is the mosaic floor of the Bible 
building at Harding University in Searcy, Arkansas. 

ARE YOU AFRAID OF THE DARK?  
 

As a child I was desperately afraid of the dark.  I wouldn’t 
descend the basement stairs without the lights on, and I ran 
upstairs as I flipped the switch.  I was scared to sleep at my 
aunt’s house; there was a cat, and I imagined I saw it moving 
in the shadows. 
 
In each session at the National Missionary Con-
vention, men spoke of this Jesus Who goes with us 
to the dark places.  They acknowledged that yes, 
we are going into dark places where the enemy 
oppresses people.  Places Satan doesn’t want us 
shining the light of Immanuel, God WITH us.  
But it was so comforting to hear, once again, that 
God is with me always.  John says that ―the spirit 
who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives 
in the world.‖  I know this.  I believe this.  But how 
emboldening to be reminded.  

NATIONAL MISSIONARY CONVENTION  
 

Well we took our whole family to Lexington, KY in No-
vember for the National Missionary Convention.  It was a 
great time to meet up with Team Expansion friends.  The 
international speakers (by far my favorite) told emotional 
stories of conversions in hostile lands.  We went to several 
workshops where current and former missionaries shared 

their wisdom on 
church-planting, 
which means evangel-
izing in a way that 
grows churches multi-
plicatively.  (Don’t 
you just love that 
word?) 

Elizabeth wanted to get a word in edgewise.  So here you go... 



THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 

Thank you for your big heart! As I'm writing this note, it's Thanksgiving. I've always 
gone on record saying that Thanksgiving is one holiday that had escaped commercializa-
tion. Think about it: You don't have to put up lights, buy diamonds, or even greeting 
cards. For decades, the traditions were simple: Gather with your family, give thanks for 
family memories, pray before a delicious home-cooked meal, then watch football!  
 
Alas, this year, more and more stores seem intent on convincing us that Thanksgiving 
Day is the day to start the shopping frenzy for Christmas gift-buying. Many stores 
opened at 5am this year -- on Thanksgiving Day! Although I'm concerned about the 
long-term viability of what has historically been a great holiday, I remain thankful for 
you and others like you who make possible the work of your favorite Team Expansion 
missionary by helping undergird his or her work for the unreached. Wherever he or she 
is serving, I know there were prayers of thanks offered up for you this week. Of that, I 
am 100% thankful. May God bless Team Expansion, you, and your favorite Team Ex-
pansion missionary this holiday season! 
 
    Gratefully Yours, 
             
    Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
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If you’d like more field updates for 
more specific prayer, check out our 
team’s Facebook group.  It’s called Mis-
sion:Launch.  You can join the group 
by clicking here.  You can also find the 
group on Facebook by searching for 
―Mission:Launch.‖ 
 
Chris Allison wrote this summary... 
Mission: Launch is a period of prepara-
tion for our team as we begin more 
serious ministry plans and preparation. 
The purpose of this group is to get 
people involved in our ministry, get 
everyone praying more, and keep every-
one up-to-date on what's going. We're 
excited to see how God is going to 
grow the Kingdom of Heaven in the 
Kingdom of Cambodia. Won't you join 
us? 

STATS  — NOVEMBER 
 
Beginning Balance  $21,594.29 
 
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25.00 
   Individuals  $1,314.00 
 
Expenses  
MTI - Language Training $4,270.00 

MTI - Cultural Training $6,378.00 
Missionary Convention $370.89 
Web Site  $19.97 
Transportation (gas) $32.20 
PayPal   $13.07 
Life Insurance  $33.31 
 
Ending balance  $11,815.85 
 

MISSIONS TRAINING INTERNATIONAL  (www.mti.org) 
 

You’ll notice some larger-than-normal expenditures this month; these expenses 
represent pre-payment for some training in Colorado in the fall of 2011.   
 
We’ll be traveling to Palmer Lake, Colorado for five weeks of intense cross-
cultural and language training.  The cost includes all housing, meals, and training 
for the entire five weeks.  In addition, MTI provides age appropriate classes and 
experiences for all of our children.  Team Expansion requires this training, and 
from what we’ve heard, it is invaluable as preparation, both for us and our chil-
dren.  Obviously, as this training gets closer, we’ll be talking about it more. 

    Goal for       

    January, 2011 

http://www.teamexpansion.org/
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mailto:trotters41@gmail.com
http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
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Hannah, enjoying her first National Missionary Convention 

Our mentors and field coordinators for Team Expansion in southeast Asia.  (Names withheld for security reasons.) 

The kids on the steps of the Benson Auditorium at Harding.   
George Benson is their great-great-grandfather. 


