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―ALL YOU REALLY OWN IS YOUR STORY‖ 
                                               — By Elizabeth 
 

This month I read Pam Cope’s memoir Jantsen’s Gift.  
When her 15 year old son Jantsen died suddenly of an un-
detected heart defect, she spiraled into a very deep depres-
sion that eventually led her on a quest to change the world.  
Incidentally, Pam is married to Mike Cope’s brother.  Yes, 
the Mike Cope who is a speaker and writer in Church of 
Christ circuits.  And our youth group has stayed at her in-
law’s house multiple times during Jump-
start rallies in Neosho, MO -- the one 
with the long driveway and the pool. 
 
I read about the grief she endured when 
her son died, and I remembered losing 
Mark and everything that followed, includ-
ing my own depression and many meetings 
with a counselor.  Soon enough, though, 
Pam was looking for meaning in life be-
yond a better haircut, a nicer house, and a 
host of other external trappings that had 
defined her to that point.  She learned 
about orphans in Vietnam and started 
using the money donated in Jantsen’s 
memory to help them, even adopting 2 
Vietnamese children herself.   
 
While visiting Vietnam she was introduced to the problem 
of child sex trafficking in Southeast Asia, with its hub being 
Cambodia.  Few people are really aware of the sex traffic 
problem in Cambodia, and here was Pam attempting to do 
something about it.  Eventually her nonprofit organization, 
Touch a Life, built a home for AIDS orphans and families 
just outside Phnom Penh.  Ironically enough, her fundrais-
ing efforts didn’t start to pay off until she and her husband 
Randy downsized their lifestyle, including living on a 

smaller budget and moving out of their 5,500 square foot 
house.  I identified with all of that – having compassion for 
children across the globe, and giving up certain conveniences 
in order to do what God has called me to. 
 
Pam’s passion is contagious.  After working in Southeast 
Asia, she discovered the child slavery problem in Ghana, 
Africa, and made several trips to rescue children working on 
the large lake there.  Eventually that led her to the Village of 
Hope, which is a mission we have supported at Red Bridge.  

Her experiences in Africa made me want to 
go there.   
 
I don’t think you can read this book and 
not be changed, and not want to make a 
difference in the life of children across the 
world.  Reading it made me realize how 
much I have changed in the past few years.  
That I could even think of wanting to go 
to Africa where there are lots of nasty dis-
eases to catch.  (Friends, you know what I 
mean, me, the hypochondriac.)  That I am 
in fact raising money to move to Asia.  
That I want to eat Khmer food and wear 
Cambodian clothes.  (Not quite ready for 
moto driving though!)  That I can visit the 
home of some friends who are living in 

community and doing things like using gray water 
(Irresistible Revolution, anyone?) and not be weirded out.   
 
I mentioned this to Jonathan later – told him I think I’m a 
different person than I was 5 years ago.  I really think I am, 
and I think God is the one who did that.  I am thankful that 
He has been changing me, and I don’t want to go back to 
who I was before.  And I know I can look forward to many 
more years of God changing me to be more like His Son.  

HOW DO I DO THIS? 
 

Move to Asia, that is.  Well, I’m pretty sure we can’t do this 
without you, so many thanks to all of you who’ve helped us 
get to 51% of our start up budget and 18.5% of our 
monthly goal.  We’re so grateful for your giving hearts! 
 
Many of you continue to ask how to give, so here’s the low-
down: it’s your call.  See, that was easy.  What I mean is, 

you can choose to give a one time gift, or you can choose to 
partner with us monthly.  You can give online through Pay-
Pal or you can send a check.  You can even talk with your 
bank about setting up a monthly bill pay.  Most banks will 
help you get set up where they’ll actually write and mail the 
check for you.  For tax purposes, just remember to make all 
checks payable to Team Expansion. 
 
Check out our web site for more information, or just ask. 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com/donate-now


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 

Thank you for everything you do for the Lord, for Team Expansion, and for your favor-
ite Team Expansion missionary. When we think of II Corinthians 9, we think of you. 
Verse 9 says that when you help your favorite Team Expansion missionary, you're creat-
ing a righteousness that "endures forever." Verse 10 promises that God himself will 
make your wallet bigger so you can be all the more generous. Verse 11 and 12  teach 
that, as a direct result of your gift, people are finding out about God and giving thanks 
to Him now for the first times in their lives. Verse 13 teaches that it is through this very 
missionary giving that we prove ourselves and our faith. Verse 14 points out that your 
missionaries, together with these new believers, are praying for you -- and that's a fact 
for which we can personally vouch. Verse 15 ends with Paul giving thanks "for his inde-
scribable gift!"  

I guess you get the picture. II Cor. 9 is all about *you*! And we appreciate you and the 
provision of your enabling power to transform communities among unreached people 
groups and cities. God be praised for your partnership! 

 Gratefully Yours, 
             
 Doug Lucas 
 dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
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c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 - Praise that Elizabeth is healing 
and getting stronger.  Yeah! 
  
 - Please pray for us as we’ve begun 
to experience some of the emotions 
of leaving life here in the U.S.  
We’re already starting to do some 
things ―for the last time.‖ 
 
 - The Allisons.  They’ve had some 
recent sickness.  Pray that God will 
heal them & strengthen them. 
 
 - The people of Cambodia (also 
known as the Khmer people) 
Pray that God will begin to open the 
hearts of thousands. 
 
- Fundraising  Pray that we will be 
faithful and diligent in this vital  
endeavor. 

STATS  — SEPTEMBER 
 
Beginning Balance  $10,975.82 
 
Income  
   Rolla Church of Christ  $150.00 
   Community C of Christ $400.00 
   Individuals  $3,743.95 
 
Expenses  
   Education/Books $16.09 
   Training (Kairos, NMC) $570 
   Banking fees/PayPal $65.80 
 
Ending balance  $14,617.88 
 

 
Monthly Gifts Promised: $790  (18.5%) 
Start up costs raised: $17,909.88  (51%) 

WHAT’S YOUR NET WORTH? 
 

That's a question I had to answer on an IRA application this past week.  I 
asked if my kids counted.  We all laughed, but the answer was no.  But really, 
what's a person's net worth?  Is it simply assets minus liabilities?   
 
I tell you what, there's nothing like an upcoming move to Asia to keep your 
priorities straight.  Lately, God's been reminding me about what's really impor-
tant in life.  And it's not what the rest of the world thinks it is; it's God and the 
things that He thinks are important.  Besides his own glory, I'm pretty sure the 
only thing He thinks is important is people.  And even then, people seem to be 
important because they bring him glory.  That doesn't make God an egomaniac 
-- it just makes him God. 
  
Anyways, what's your net worth?  Is it the sum of your car, house, IRA, and cell 
phone?  God is calling us to much more than that.  He is calling you, and he is 
calling me, to a life lived openly.  A life given for others, because it's given for 
Him. 

    Goal for  

    January, 2011 
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  Family fun at a corn maze.  We’re wondering what a rice maze would be like...  

     What happens when mommy has to go to the hospital. 

  The boys came with me for a youth group guys camping trip.  See what Isaac thinks of cross-cultural ministry! 


