
 

Howdy from the Trotters! 
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AUGUST RUSH 
 

Indeed.  August included speaking engagements at three 
churches, one Ethnic Enrichment Festival, one baby, and 
tons of encouragement!  It’s been such a blessing to connect 
and reconnect with friends at two churches up in northern 
Missouri and to share our vision and passion at our home 
church, Red Bridge. 
 
If we recently met you or we’ve known each other for a long 
time, Thank You!  If you’ve been pray-
ing for Cambodia for a long time or a 
little time, Thank You!  If you’ve al-
ready given money towards reaching 
Cambodia for Christ, or if you’re still 
thinking about it, Thank You!  :) 
 
The Ethnic Enrichment Festival of 
Kansas City was pretty cool, and a spe-
cial time for our family.  There were 
over 50 nations represented, and it was 
so neat to see our children’s worldview widen as we prepare 
for overseas missions.  Our kids actually surprised us: 
 
Brazil  ―That’s where Joao lives‖ (a Compassion kid) 
Kenya  ―That’s where Mr. Chris grew up‖ 
Germany  ―That’s where the Bratchers live‖ 
India  ―That’s where Deependra and Michael live 
(Compassion kids) and great grandpa was a missionary ‖ 
Ecuador  ―That’s where Jim Elliot lived‖ 
Thailand  ―That’s where Kim lived‖ 
Greece  ―Hey, that’s like Tassos.  They’ve got hummus!‖ 
 

Seeing the various countries and hearing so many different 
languages was also sobering.  It was another reminder that 
so many in our world have never heard of Christ.  They are 
living in spiritual bondage, and Jesus wants to set them free.  
And he wants us to remember the reality of eternity. 
 
On another note, we’re still remembering the reality of 
money.  :)  We’re hoping to have half of our monthly 
budget raised by January, 2011 when our personal income is 
expected to plummet.  More on that later.  In any case, 

here’s a reminder of our 2011 schedule: 
 
January — Kairos church planting train-
ing at Team Expansion in Louisville 
February — Family retreat back to Camp 
Tahkodah, where this whole thing started 
April (tent.) —Trip to Germany to visit 
and work with the Bratchers 
May — Pre-Missions marriage counseling 
in Colorado at Caring for the Heart  
Ministries with John Regier 

     
     Summer  Wrap up youth ministry at Red Bridge 
     Sept-October  Cross cultural and language training in  
  Colorado at MTI (Missions Training  
  International) 
     November  Survey trip to Cambodia to finalize  
  details and living arrangements 
     December Final trip to Team Expansion’s head-
  quarters in Louisville for our ―pre- 
  departure‖ checklist  
     January, 2012 Follow Close... 
 

ENCOURAGEMENT O’ ELIZABETH 
 

This past month has been such an en-
couraging one.  Twice Jonathan traveled 
overnight with the boys to visit small 
Christian churches in northern Missouri.  
(I stayed behind because of being so 
incredibly pregnant.)  Both churches 
welcomed him with open arms, really 
received his message of saving the lost, 
and gave sacrificially to our startup 
costs.  It was so amazing to be loved like 

that by the body of Christ.  We also spoke at our home 
church and sending church this month -- Red Bridge 

Church of Christ.  I shared a little of my part 
of the story.  We received a lot of positive 
feedback from that class as well. 
 
Our teammates were in Missouri for a very 
short time, and we met up with them before 
they left again for Cambodia. We had such a 
good time of fellowship with them.  So all in 
all it has been a great month of sharing our 
story while waiting for Faith! 



THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 

The hundreds of missionaries who serve full-time with Team Expansion all have one 
vision in common: They are transforming communities by planting churches among the 
unreached.  
 
They help abused children, battered mothers, and disadvantaged families. They place 
AIDS orphans in homes with loving caregivers, then track their progress to make sure 
everything goes smoothly. They drill wells for fresh water then turn around and tell 
about Living Water. They teach sanitation and hygiene, help villagers care for horses, 
and outfit impoverished families with goat herds. They provide disaster relief, education, 
leadership training, and job enrichment. And all the while, they not only share about the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, they also seek to initiate and nurture church-planting move-
ments. Why? Because the church can and will be present over the long haul, giving hope 
and help to each community.  
 
They carry out all these acts of kindness in places where people least know about Jesus 
Christ. Because that's Team Expansion's knitting. That's what Team Expansion does. 
And because you help make it happen, that's what you do too. 
Thank you for lifting up the fallen.  Thank you for your gift to 
God through Team Expansion. 
  
 Gratefully Yours, 
             
 Doug Lucas 
 dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 - Our kids.  Praise God with us for 
baby Faith!  And many thanks to 
God for the Ethnic Festival; it may 
sound silly, but it was so good for 
our family. 
 
 - The Allisons.  They’re back in 
Phnom Penh, and diving back into 
ministry.  Pray for wisdom and dis-
cernment as they continue to spread 
the gospel and disciple new  
Christians in Cambodia. 
 
 - The people of Cambodia (also 
known as the Khmer people) 
Pray that God will begin to open the 
hearts of thousands. 
 
- Fundraising  Pray that we will be 
faithful and diligent in this vital  
endeavor. 

STATS  — AUGUST  
 
Beginning Balance  $485.30 
 
Income  
   South Evans Church  $1,479.00 
   Galt Christian Church $933.00 
   Individuals  $10,567.94 
 
Expenses  
   MTI deposit  $600 
   Promotion/supplies $24.32 
   Airfare (Feb. survey trip)$1,851.70 
   Banking fees  $13.40 
 
Ending balance  $10,975.82 
 

Monthly Gifts Promised: $280 (6.5%) 
Start up costs raised: $14,017.88 (39%) 

CELL PHONES FOR CHRIST  
 

From what I can tell, the average Christian spends around $70 or $80 per 
month for cell phone service.  Some more, some less.  To be sure, it’s money 
well spent, giving you the freedom and ability to communicate at will. 
 
Would you consider matching your cell phone bill with a monthly donation 
of equal amount?  It’s money well spent, giving us the freedom and ability to 
communicate the amazingly good news of Jesus Christ to the Khmer.  
 
―How can they believe in him if they have never heard about him?  And how 
can they hear about him unless someone tells them?‖  Romans 10:14b 

    Goal for  

    January, 2011 

http://www.teamexpansion.org/
http://www.redbridgechurch.org
mailto:trotters41@gmail.com
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                   Isaac getting his ―passport‖ stamped.                                                      Hannah chugging coconut milk! 

     ―Hannah, meet your sister.‖ 

One more note from Elizabeth… 
During the Ethnic Festival I had a revelation – I love Southeast Asia!  I had always known 
that was where God was sending me.  But I am really falling in love with the people, their 
music, their dances, their food, their accents.  It feels good to love and to obey. 


