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CAMBODIA?  FOR REAL? 
 
I know, that’s what I thought too!  So, in this little bitty 
box, I’ll try to explain how I went from mid-western ER 
nurse & youth minister to a Southeast-Asia missionary wan-
nabe.  Buckle up. 
 
Life has always seemed short to me, but working in the ER 
has made it seem much more vaporish.  I’ve watched many 
people die.  They come in as a trauma or a medical resusci-
tation, everything’s chaotic and crazy for a little bit, and 
then they either go to the ICU or they’re dead. The ER 
then returns to normal, and we all go about our business. 
 
I’m stopped cold when I remember that that person went 
somewhere, and it wasn’t just the morgue.  If I’m really go-
ing to remember the reality of eternity, not only am I going 
to celebrate heaven, I’m going to be a fanatic about keeping 
people out of hell.  Jesus died for them and he loves them! 
 
While really wrestling with these things and praying about 
the possibility of spreading the good news to folks who’ve 
never heard, I came across Psalm 63:8.  David writes, ―I 
follow close behind you; your strong right hand holds me 
securely.‖  It’s not your typical missionary verse, but I knew 

then and there that God was calling me and my family to 
follow him to Cambodia.  God is on the move, and I want 
to follow him. 
 
I look out of my window and I see three churches.  They all 
preach Christ.  I drive around the capital city of Cambodia 
and I see Buddhist temples.  
Everywhere.  I see Buddhist 
priests in bright orange 
robes.  I smell incense from 
household shrines all around 
me, including the one in the 
foyer of my hotel.  I see lost 
people bound for Hell, 
without even a faint knowledge of Jesus Christ.  I love Jesus 
Christ, and he loves me.  Thing is, he loves them too. 
 
So, what’s the plan?  What exactly are we going to be doing 
in Cambodia?  Who are we going to be working with? How 
will we be funded?  What kind of training are we going to 
get?  These are great questions, and they’ll be answered.  
Stay tuned for further updates that will hopefully explain 
more of the details. In the meantime, we covet your prayers.   
 
May we all remember the reality of eternity. 

WHY I’M GOING   
By Elizabeth 

 
―Break my heart for what breaks Yours, Everything I am for 
Your Kingdom’s cause.‖   Hillsong’s Hosanna brought me 
to tears this week (even before Doug Lucas quoted the 
words).  I listened to the song over and over.  That’s be-
cause I am in a place where I am indeed giving everything 
for His Kingdom’s cause.  Over the last few years I have 
been reluctantly following along in this whole missionary 
future.  I knew it was probably the right thing, but I didn’t 
really want to do it.  As a result I didn’t hear much from 
God, and I felt dry. 
 
After Jonathan traveled to Cambodia for our initial survey 
trip, I was excited.  He did awesome recon work and an-
swered my questions about how we could live as a family in 
a 4th world country.  Then, when we set a departure date I 
got cold feet – so much so that we considered calling off 

the whole thing.  We went to our elders and parents and 
those at Team Expansion for prayer and counsel and took 
time off to re-examine our call.  I really listened to God’s 
voice, not just Jonathan’s voice.  I came out of that time 
knowing positively that yes, going to Cambodia is God’s 
plan for our family, not just 
Jonathan’s crazy idea to save the 
world.  Before, I had felt pressure 
to go, but not any longer.  I had 
peace and knew God would be 
with me when I left America. 
 
Since that time, I no longer feel God is silent.  I have been 
able to enjoy worship music again.  And it was in that per-
sonal revival that I heard Hosanna.  I resonated with the 
idea that I was giving everything, my whole life here in 
America, for His Kingdom’s cause.  I may not be the pri-
mary evangelist for our team in Southeast Asia, but I will be 
serving God with everything I have and supporting the cause 
of Christ wholeheartedly.  



THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 
Nehemiah would have done well at Team Expansion. You'll recall that in his book, he 
hears about a need (Neh. 1:1-3). The gates of Jerusalem were in shambles, a situation 
which brought about mongo humiliation for all of God's people of that day. Even 
though the situation was far away geographically, Nehemiah took it personally. In fact, 
in Neh. 1:3-4, we're told that he wept, mourned, fasted and prayed. Two verses later, 
he's already using words like "we" instead of "they." Nehemiah took a personal sense of 
responsibility when it came to the things that break God's heart. If he were alive today, 
we think his heart would break because of all the people who don't know the Good 
News.  Perhaps he would sing the Hillsong United worship song, "Hosanna." He'd 
especially resonate with the section of lyrics that goes,…  
 
"Heal my heart and make it clean, Open up my eyes to the 
things unseen, Show me how to love like you have loved me, 
Break my heart for what breaks yours, Everything I am for your 
kingdom's cause, As I walk from earth to Eternity."  
 
In a way, those are theme verses for Team Expansion. Thank 
you for partnering with us to help us make that happen. We 
appreciate you! 
 
      Doug Lucas 
      President, Team Expansion 
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STATE OF THE BANK 
Starting Balance: $0 
Ending Balance: $500 

MONEY-N-STUFF 
JUST IN CASE YOU WERE WONDERING 
 
This little adventure is impossible without you.  It’s impossible 
without the body of Christ rallying around us and supporting us 
through purposeful prayer and sacrificial giving.  If you’d like to 
team up with us to spread the good news about God’s wonderful 
kindness and love, thank you! 
 
After traveling to Cambodia, speaking with other missionaries, and 
crunching the ubiquitous numbers, we’re estimating an initial start 
up cost around $35,000.  This initial start up cost will cover things 
like airfare to southeast Asia, cross-culture and language training, 

visas, passports, first month’s rent in Cambodia, a vehicle once 
we’re there, another survey trip, etc.  However, that figure only gets 
us there. 
 
We’re really looking for teammates who will partner with us 
monthly.  We’re trusting that God will provide prayer warriors and 
financial teammates who will commit to $80 per month.  Since our 
estimated budget is $51,000 per year, your gift of $80 per month 
will in effect sponsor one full week of life and ministry in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia.   
 
Check out our website at www.trotters41.wordpress.com for infor-
mation about giving online.  To set up other giving, simply e-mail 
or call us.  We’d love to hear from you! 

PRAYER REQUESTS* 
 - Our kids.  Please pray that they 
will adjust to the idea of moving to 
another culture, far from friends 
and family. 
 
 - The Allisons.  The American 
family we’re joining with as team-
mates. 
 
 - The Saths.  The Cambodian 
family we’re joining as teammates. 
 
*Note — we’ll be providing more 
info on these needs and families in 
upcoming newsletters. 
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