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REFLECTIONS - BY ELIZABETH 
 

   All of my Facebook friends know that this first month in 
country was rough.  I’m doing a lot better now and want to 
tell you how. 
   We’ve received lots of advice about moving overseas, but 
one statement is common to everyone we’ve met here – make 
sure you have enough English-speaking friends (or Western-
ers, as we call ourselves).  We’ve met many people who were 
very depressed their first year or two here, without friends.  
Their depression lifted when they started associating with 
more expats.   That’s one mistake we will try not to repeat 
and are already making an effort to meet new people in the 
international community. 
   When we moved into the Parsonage almost 6 years ago, I 
was so overwhelmed I told Jonathan I never wanted to move 
again!  I have learned, once again, that I hate moving, whether 
in the States or abroad.    Now that we are mostly moved in, 
the incredible stress I was feeling has lessened. 

    
 
 
   I learned there is a homeschool co-op here and am thinking 
about joining.  I’m starting to get a glimpse of what life can 
be like here for me, a regular mom, albeit transplanted from 
America.  The role of homeschooling mom means comfort 
and stability to me, and now I have hope for its future. 
I find that I am less fearful.  Getting sick from washing 
dishes or brushing teeth with dirty water, catching lice from 
the 50 orphans next door who constantly have it, all these 
things would normally cause much anxiety for me.  It can 
only be the work of the Savior in me that I am not sick with 
worry. 
   Every time I go to church I think, “God, what a great idea 
you had!”  It’s so good to sing with other believers.  In keep-
ing with the Biblical mandate to be thankful in all circum-
stances, I find I have many things to be thankful for:   
                                                  (Continued on next page) 

REMEMBERING REALITY 
 

Wow.  We’re in the middle of February, 2012.  I never really 
thought much about February, 2012 ‘cause I was always talk-
ing about January, 2012!  But alas, here we are, with tired 
bodies and grateful hearts. 
 
We are immensely grateful for all your prayers and notes of 
encouragement, especially in response to my “SOS” e-mail.  
You will never know how encouraging those notes were.  We 
are also SOOO grateful for the work of Lyla, Cassie (and 
Jon!), and Kathryn, all of whom poured out much so that we 
could get off to a better start here.  These are the types of 
debts that can never be repaid. 
 
It has been a roller coaster, for sure.  From wonderful times 
of worship together as a family, to me being the blubbering 
idiot in the corner who couldn’t stop crying.  (And since I 
never cry, this was a big deal.)  : - )  From sweet fellowship 
with believers here in Phnom Penh to our children covered in 
mosquito bites.  From renewed commitment to “follow 
close” to the realization that the 50 children in the orphan-
age next door are completely infested with head lice.  And 
then there were the three times I got pulled over by the local 
police.  (I never thought my kids would be the ones saying, 
“Watch out, the police are over there!  Phew, they didn’t see 
us.”) 
 
Even so, God says “Am I not everywhere in all the heavens 
and earth?”  (Jeremiah 23:24)  God has reminded us of the 

Reality that is Himself; He is faithful and He is everywhere.  
And He sometimes leads people into the wilderness...on pur-
pose.  And He sometimes leads people into a trap...on pur-
pose.  Why?  I’m thinking it’s so He can part the Red Sea.  
(Check Exodus 13:17-18 & 14:1-3) 
 
Back to Reality.  Our God. “The Lord who bursts 
through.”  (2 Samuel 5:20)  The footnotes in the NAS ver-
sion call him “the Master of breakthrough.”  Yeah, that’s our 
God we’re talking about. 
 
Over and over this month He has reminded me of Reality:  
Jesus is true.  He is real and He is true.  And so is eternity.  
He has reminded me of this too. 
 
Eternity is real for me.  With Jesus. 
Eternity is real for them.  Without Jesus. 
 
So we’ve come.  So we pray. 
 
Please continue your prayers.  Pray for the two individuals 
Chris spoke with this week; they have asked him to tell them 
stories from the Bible.  One person has already invited an-
other.  Pray for us as we start language school on Thursday.  
And pray for the church, here and world over, that we would 
be a people ever aware of the Reality of Eternity. 
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Partner and Friend, 
 
As I began this note today, news surfaced about a daring rescue in Somalia. Apparently, 
U.S. Navy Seals courageously swooped in to rescue two kidnapped aid workers with 
precision and excellence. This story will likely get global attention. And it should. May 
God bless these brave young men and women and those who train and lead them. You 
know, I couldn't help but think that, in a way, I'm equally thankful for Team Expan-
sion's global force of courageous workers who are also trying to effect rescues on a 
daily basis -- not with guns and ammo, mind you. But many of them do lay aside their 
careers, their extended families, and their selfish hopes and dreams to provide help and 
hope (the eternal kind) for those who know Christ least.  
 
When you sent this gift in 2011, you sped them on their way. By doing so, you be-
came part of the global effort. "This service that you perform is not only supplying the 
needs of the Lord's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to 
God." (2Co 9:12)  
 
   Thank You, 
 
   Doug Lucas 
   dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

     STATS  — JANUARY, 2012 
Beginning Checking $26,177.51 
Beginning Field Cash $113 
Transferred from               
    checking to Field Cash  $13,000 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals (general) $3,885 
                              Total $4,060 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $7,456.06 
     (start up - rent, furnishings, air cons, etc.) 
   Salary   $1,304.21 
   Savings (IRA)  $200    
   Med Insurance  $249.75 
   Utilities  $250 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children)$200 
   Travel   $1,422.72 (start up) 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $29.61 
   Mission Phone  $36 
   Social Security Quart. $557.88 
   Special Medical  $472.85 (start up) 
      (epi pens x 2 for emergency medical) 
                              Total $12,312.39 
 
Ending Checking  $14,826.33 
Ending Field Cash $4,023.79 
   

We’re almost done with start up costs!  How-
ever, we do have a few more: two more vaccina-
tions for the whole family (rabies and Japanese 
Encephalitis), more air conditioners, and a water 
heater, for when you visit.  ; - ) 

Continued from Elizabeth’s Reflections…  
 

   1) It takes merely $6 a week to keep Faith in disposable Drypers.  2) Having a house 
helper 5 days a week, 3-4 hours a day, takes the edge off the intense work load.  3) 
Lucky Supermarket carries yogurt and chocolate milk for my kids, and CHEESE for 
me.  4) I have a hot shower at night, followed by air conditioned sleep.  5) I have inter-
net at home so I can communicate with you.  6) I brought along a husband who makes 
me laugh. 
   Here is a sampling of the little victories this month.  1) I have learned how to haggle, 
even if only a little.  2) My foot problem is solved.  3) I know how to keep my clean 
laundry smelling fresh and how best to hang it to dry.  4) I can keep my bathroom 
floors dry.  5) I know how to minimize (not eliminate) mosquito bites.  6) I searched 
in frustration for whole grains and have triumphantly found some.  7) I can cook 1 
breakfast dish, 2 lunch dishes, and 2 supper dishes (Keeping my childrens’ tummies 
full is no small task in a land of strange foods).  8) I can get around by myself on tuk 
tuks.  9) I’ve learned how to maximize my helper’s help (she speaks no English).  10) 
We’ve found some fun family places, such as swimming pools and indoor playgrounds.  
11) We only need  air conditioning (“air con”) at night and  cool the house during the 
day with fans.  12) After 3 weeks we installed curtains in our room for privacy. Jona-
than braved a Khmer-only salesman at a drapery store to purchase a curtain rod for me. 
   Let me close with a verse of George Matheson’s hymn, “O Love that Will Not Let 
Me Go.” 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to Thee. 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain,   

That morn shall tearless be. 

“I love Cambodia! This was the best idea ever!” 
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Clockwise from Top 
— Elizabeth & Kathryn Trotter 
— Hannah, agreeing with Korean Air’s motto:  
     “Excellence in Flight” 
— Chinese New Year! 
— Tuk Tuk 
— Isaac & friends 
— The view from our 
front door 

“Long as we tread this desert land, New mercies shall new songs demand.”  C.H. Spurgeon 


