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MISSION MANIFESTO  
 

Yes, I realize this is long.  And it probably breaks the Rules 
of Newsletters.  Oh well.   
 
We’ve been on this road to Cambodia for 3 years now, and 
during that time we’ve tried to really process the question, 
―What does God want us to actually do in Cambodia?‖  
Well, after much prayer and counsel-gathering, here’s what 
we’ve got...     
 
Language and Culture Learning – Although we will never 
be Khmer (the name for the primary people group in Cam-
bodia), our primary aim during the first two years of life in 
Cambodia is learning the language, paying special attention 
to the underlying culture.  We’ve been warned by experi-
enced missionaries that getting involved in too much minis-
try too early can be very tempting, but very 
harmful to long-term effectiveness.  After 
all, language learning is ministry.  So, our 
stated goal for the first two years of life in 
Cambodia is not to plant churches, see 
hundreds come to Christ, or save the 
world.  Simply put, we aim to be proficient 
in the Khmer language and have a deeper 
understanding of the cultural and religious 
heritage of the Khmer people.  Our Field Coordinator and 
mentors at Team Expansion completely agree with this sim-
ple (but not easy) goal.  Please pray that we will stay fo-
cused on this primary goal – language and culture learning.  
And while you’re at it, we’d really appreciate prayers for 
language aptitude! 
 
Church Planting – Although we’ll be learning the language 
forever, we’ll be done with the most intense part of it by the 
two year mark.  From then on, our express goal is church 
planting.  Team Expansion’s mission says it well, 
―Transforming communities among the unreached by plant-
ing Biblical churches.‖  With some background in health-
care, and a great passion for the human trafficking issues, 
why aren’t we doing those things?  Again, good question.  
But first, let me ask you about the Sin Tree… 
 
Have you heard of Cambodia’s Sin Tree?  If not, no wor-
ries; I just made it up.  I think every country’s got a Sin 
Tree, and every Sin Tree’s got branches.  As far as I can tell, 
Cambodia has its fair share of branches. 
 
     - There’s the branch of human trafficking, a horrendous 

blight on humanity, causing unimaginable pain and     
suffering to the weakest and most vulnerable in the society. 
     - There’s the branch of alcoholism, so rampant and 
deadly, destroying families left and right. 
     - There’s the branch of idolatry and paganism, causing 
folks to offer sacrifices so their dead ancestors don’t haunt 
them or so they’ll have good luck. 
 
You get the idea?  Anyways, there are many, many workers 
in Cambodia attempting to cut off  branches, and I’m so 
glad they’re there.  There are medical groups, social welfare 
groups, anti-trafficking groups, etc.  These groups are amaz-
ing and I believe with all my heart that God has put those 
people there to do the ministry (and church planting) He 
has called them to do.  Even so, after much soul-searching 
and counsel-seeking, I realized that that is not what God has 
called me to do. 

 
I feel deeply called to cut down the whole 
tree.  Of course, it’s not me that does the 
chopping, it’s Jesus Christ, through the 
wonderful working of the Holy Spirit, for 
the ultimate glory and joy of the Father.  
Ah yes, this is what I pray for. 
 

Pray with me that Jesus Christ will root out the Sin Tree in 
Cambodia, that families would be healed, relationships re-
stored, communities transformed.  Only he can do it, but 
it’s why he came, after all; to deal with Sin. 
 
When I look at the Scriptures, it becomes clear that the way 
he wants to attack Sin is through his Bride, the church.  
That is, the Church of Jesus Christ spreading the ―Good 
News about God’s wonderful kindness and love.‖  A com-
munity of believers inviting others to ―taste and see that the 
Lord is good.‖  A life-giving group of Christ-followers 
spreading the word about how sin wrecks but Jesus restores. 
 
So, our goal is to plant churches.  Not to count churches.  
Not even to build buildings.  But to join the timeless work 
of our Savior in freeing people from the clutches of Sin and 
death and pain, restoring their lives both here and forever.  

 
Pray with us, that God would continue to build His church 
all over Cambodia, that millions of Khmer would embrace 
Him as Lord, Savior, Lover, and Friend. 
 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Partner in the Task, 
  
I was thinking today... what makes Team Expansion special? To me, there are several 
magic ingredients. First, it's the volunteerism. Imagine, if you will, a company that ad-
vertised, "Wanted: Full-time representative willing to move his family to a war zone to 
start a new distribution center from scratch in a place where it is illegal to do so. Oh -- 
Must raise all funds for salary, [earthly] benefits, and expenses. Guaranteed to experi-
ence lots of ambiguity. Must learn a foreign language and culture. Your children's 
grandparents can always get to know your kids via internet video chats."  
 
I wonder how many people would apply to an ad like that... but that is more or less 
exactly what all Team Expansion missionaries have to do, including your favorite one
(s)! Volunteerism, because they believe so strongly in the dream and the dream-maker, 
is the only rational explanation. Second, it's the camaraderie. Team Expansion team 
members "tell it like it is," but they do so in love. Makes for a perfect balance.  Third, 
it's the donors, like you, who make this work possible. There are other reasons, but 
truth is, without you, there's no joy, no dream, no future.  
 
Thank you for what you do to make the "magic!" 
 
   Doug Lucas 
   dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please pray for all of the last minute 
details and final packing, that it will go 
well and we will stay sane. 
Please pray for healthy goodbyes for all 
of us, including you.  We’ve said a 
bunch already, but the ―worst‖ is yet to 
come. 
Please pray for the Khmer people. 

     STATS  — NOVEMBER, 2011 
Beginning Checking $23,350.59* 
Beginning Field Cash $113 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Rolla Church of Christ $300 
   Adrian C.C. ―Builders‖  $50 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $120.11 
   Individuals (start up) $1,860 
   Individuals (general) $3,330 
                              Total $5,685.11 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Housing   $465 
   Salary   $975 
   Savings (IRA)  $200    
   Med Insurance  $224.59 
   Special Medical  $192.35 (start up) 
   Utilities  $250 
   Promo/Representation $197.72 
   Education (for children)$200 
   Education     $19.55 
   International Drivers L.  $30 (start up) 
   Travel   $352.27 (start up) 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $33.49 
                              Total $3,173.28 
 
Ending Checking  $25,862.42* 
Ending Field Cash $113.00 
   

 
*Approximately $13,000 is designated for start-
up expenses after arrival in Cambodia. 

Common Questions (and Answers)  
When are you leaving? 
Sunday, January 15th.  Our flight departs KCI at 6:50am! 
 
When are you coming back? 
We’re planning to be in Cambodia long-term (10-20 years).  However, we will come 
back to visit!  Our first planned furlough will be late Spring, 2014. 
 
How do we contact you over there? 
We will have internet access, so Facebook and e-mail will still work.   
 Skype: trotters41 
 Phone: 977-748-801 (for help, visit www.howtocallabroad.com/cambodia)  
 Mail: We’ll be sharing a team PO box, so please address mail to  
                      Allisons / Trotters, P.O. Box 1104, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 12000 
 
Do you need help? 
Well yes, as a matter of fact.  : - )  We’re going to have a ―cleaning and storing‖ day on 
January 7th.  If you’d like to help with the final packing/cleaning/moving to storage, 
etc., please let me know. 
 
Is there a Sending Service? 
Yes.  At Red Bridge (address below) on January 8th, 10:15am.  This will be our last 
Sunday at Red Bridge and we’re inviting EVERYONE!  There will be a provided meal 
following the service.  We’d love to see you. 

http://www.teamexpansion.org/
http://www.redbridgechurch.org
mailto:trotters41@gmail.com
http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
http://www.redbridgechurch.org/


Top - Our cabin at Camp Tahkodah 
Top Right - Saying goodbye to Mrs. Penny, 
Team Expansion’s missionary kid guru. 
 
Right - Late night in Searcy with some of  our 
old youth group kids who are now college kids! 
 
Bottom - Enjoying the ―rainy season‖ at Camp 
Tahkodah.  After the rain, it snowed on us and 
the kids complained of  being cold.  I told them 
not to worry about it, because they won’t be 
cold for the next two and a half  years!  : - ) 


