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CAMBODIA 101 — Here’s some basic info on our new country... 
 

Cambodia covers about the same area as Missouri but has the population of Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, and Iowa com-
bined.  The climate doesn’t vary very much from HOT.  They’re mostly Buddhist, but it’s a hybrid Buddhism, mixing in 
hefty bits of Hinduism, Animism, and straight up Paganism (idol worship).  They live fewer years than Americans, possi-
bly because they have far fewer airports with paved runways.  Want more info?  Click Here 
 
Population: 14.7 million  
Area: 181,000 sq km  
Government: multiparty democracy under a constitutional monarchy 
Climate: tropical; rainy, monsoon season (May-November);  
dry season (December to April) 
 
Religion: 97% Buddhist, 2% Muslim, 1% Other 
Life Expectancy: 63 years  (it’s 78 in the US) 
Unemployment Rate: 3.5% (9.3% in the US) 
Airports with paved runways: 6 (5,194 in the US) 
GDP per capita: $1,900 ($46,000 in the US)                          
                                                                                                             National Motto — Nation, Religion, King 

WELL, THAT WAS INTERESTING 
 

Three years at Truman’s ER, come and gone.  Besides all 
the great stories, was it worth it?  Absolutely, and here’s 
why. 
 
Truman showed me life 
outside of Christ, and 
frankly, it’s hell.  I saw 
gang members shot up, 
crack whores with STDs, 
people tripping out on who 
knows what, and alcohol 
abuse at its finest.  I saw the homeless and the hurt.  Some-
times I treated the victims and sometimes the perpetrators.   
 
I saw a mother come into the trauma room, wailing over her 
dead son who had just committed suicide.  I had to lower 
my voice while I continued my conversation with the organ 
transplant people. 
 
These things rocked my world.  Am I really the only one in 
the world who matters?  I know God loves me, but does he 
love them too?  Is my Jesus after their hearts too? 
 
I saw in my co-workers deep hurts, great spiritual searching, 
and genuine care for others.  I love the church with all my 
heart (it is the Bride of Christ, after all).  However, it was 

great to get out of the church bubble and rub shoulders 
with those who don’t yet know Christ.  I realized that this 
raw, unedited edge of humanity is where Christ is calling me 
to live and work. 
 
Truman also made me not care so much.  Really.  How 
much time and effort am I supposed to spend with the my-
finger’s-been-hurting-for-three-years patient when I’ve got 
the I-CAN’T-BREATHE patient next door? 
 
I feel a deep and growing resonance in my soul with these 
truths:  
 1) God really, really loves people.   
 2) A lot of people do not love Him.   
 3) There is no hope without Him.  
 
Because I thoroughly believe these truths, I realized that I 
must spend my life, as fully and as sold out as possible, con-
vincing the folks mentioned in 2 about the absolute truths 
of 1 and 3.   
 
May God consume us 
with a passion for Him-
self, and may we never 
forget that eternity is 
real...for everyone. 
 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com/about-cambodia


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 

Dear friend of the Great Commission, 
 
I have a confession: I love Christmas. Maybe it's all the great memories growing up on a 
snowy farm in southern Indiana. We had it all... sledding, ice-skating, Christmas lights, 
and even caroling. Some might call it an "Old-fashioned Christmas," but I just prefer to 
think of it as a traditional one.  
 
You know, this morning I noticed in the newspaper that many churches in Iraq were 
closing their doors this Christmas. Turns out there are too many threats from Islamic 
extremists. Ouch. Imagine if you and your church had to "cancel Christmas" in your 
town. For this reason and many others, I'm extremely thankful for the prayers and sup-
port you share with your favorite Team Expansion missionaries. You see, although they 
have no political or military ambitions, they are trying to share the real reason for this 
season. In this way, it's like they're trying to bring a truly traditional Christmas (the one 
with Jesus at the center) to their new adopted homeland and people. I can't think of a 
more important purpose in the world. So thanks and, from all of us at Team Expansion 
to you and all yours, may God bless you this Christmas and throughout 2011! 
 
    Gratefully Yours, 
             
    Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
LANGUAGE STUDY — Have you seen 
what Khmer looks like?!  Pray for quick 
learning and that I’ll find a tutor here in 
KC. 
 
OUR KIDS — Nathaniel and Isaac re-
cently realized that they only have one 
more Christmas with extended family.  
Yeah.  They cried. 
  
SPIRITUAL DAWN — Continue to 
pray for revival among the very reli-
gious, though not yet Christian, Khmer 
people. 
 
HE’S LED US THIS FAR! 
 
FINANCES— It’s both a praise & a re-
quest; we’re about where we need to be, 
but we’ve got a ways to go... 

STATS  — DECEMBER, 2010 
Beginning Balance  $11,815.85 
 
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Highway E C of C $150 
   Hillcrest C of C $50 
   Individuals  $2,915 
 
Expenses  
   PayPal   $12.47 
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Language Learning $64.58 
   Postage  $22 
 
Ending balance  $14,823.49 
 

 
Monthly Gifts Promised: $1,910 (45%) 
Start up costs raised: $29,835.94 (85%) 

TAX STUFF 
 

We’re very grateful for all of your prayers and financial support!  And because 
we’re so grateful for your support, we want to make sure you get your deserved tax 
deduction.  (We also want to make sure neither of us gets flagged by the IRS!) 
 
So, please remember, all checks should be made payable to Team Expansion and 
mailed to us.  To further insure that your gift is tax deductible, please do not put 
our name on the check.  We will either e-mail or mail you a donation receipt for 
your records.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.   
Thanks!  Jonathan T. 

    Goal for       

    January, 2011 

http://www.teamexpansion.org/
http://www.redbridgechurch.org
mailto:trotters41@gmail.com
http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com


Top - Family night and snowball fight at Crown Center. 
Right - The sign between the ambulance bay and the trauma rooms at Truman 

Top Left - Why we need prayers...look at that language! 
Top - Traditional food preparation in the “kitchen” 
Left - Last day at Truman with a dear friend 


