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TEENS & TRANSITIONS 
 

International Youth Retreat — What do you get when you 
play Catch Phrase with teenagers from seven different coun-
tries?  You get a teen trying to describe “paste” as something 
you put on bread, someone calling a clothespin a “peg,” and 
another trying to describe “bookkeeper” as a librarian.   
 
But all in all, the privilege of speaking at a youth retreat for 
international teens was just that—an honor and a privilege.  
Nearly all of the teens have lived in Phnom Penh WAY 
longer than I have, so I peppered 
them with questions about this 
place, life as a third culture kid, 
how to play rugby, etc.  I was 
also blessed with the opportunity 
to talk about and pray for Cam-
bodia with the three other adults 
(between them, they have about 
THIRTY FIVE years of minis-
try experience in Cambodia). 
 
I spoke to the teens on connect-
ing to the heart of Christ for them, for the Father, for the 
Nations, and for Eternity.  Many of the teens lost a close 
friend in a motorcycle accident earlier this summer, so my 
talk on Eternity was very difficult.  We talked about loss, I 
told stories of my own experience with loss, having a sister 
who died, a mother who died, a father who died, and then a 
job where I watched people die.  Many of these teens are still 
processing their loss, but I hope and pray that God was glori-
fied through our discussions about death, dying, and the 
Eternity that Christ has prepared for those who love Him.  
Please pray for these teenagers. 
 
Language Transitions — 
Beginning in September, Elizabeth will be dropping back on 

language study so she can start homeschooling our kiddos.  
This will give me an extra couple of hours a day to go out 
and visit with folks in our neighborhood, and I’m super ex-
cited (and scared to death).  I feel like I know enough Khmer 
now to have a conversation, and even use the Khmer I know 
to learn more Khmer.  But nevertheless, it’ll be scary.  Please 
pray that God would lead me to the right people and that my 
capacity to learn and remember this language will grow. 
 
Our neighborhood kids always yell “Jonny!” when I drive 
past on my moto.  Now, I’ll have more time to stop and talk 

with them, and even play with 
them.  (I’ve done this a few times 
and it’s rather fun.)   
 
Also, there’s a young man who 
lives next door who just bought a 
guitar.  He’s seen me playing 
mine and he’s asked for some 
help.  We’ve already had one 
impromptu guitar lesson.  Please 
pray for this young man. 
 

Culture Learning as Ministry — 
In addition to language acquisition, one of our primary tasks 
in these first few years is culture learning (it’ll take forever, 
but still).  To that end, we often ask our tutors questions.  
Or we ask more experienced missionaries. 
 
The adults at the retreat agreed that one of the biggest things 
here is fear; fear of dishonor, fear of being cheated, fear of 
evil spirits, fear of ghosts, fear of death.  One of the ladies 
said that fear motivates everything, even parenting.  And fear 
dominates marriages.  If someone has a bad dream, they 
might throw rice on the ground outside their home to ap-
pease the spirits that gave them the bad dream.  Please con-
tinue to pray for us as we strive to learn... 

SCHOOLING TRANSITIONS — from Elizabeth 
 

These past 6 months we have postponed homeschooling so 
that our family could adjust to a new culture and I could 
study the Khmer language. All that will change in just a cou-
ple weeks. We will start the school year in September and I 
will “retire” from daily language study. We’ll probably take 
the whole month of September to figure out how to educate 
the boys while entertaining the girls (a huge task!). My par-
ents will visit us in early October, and after that we plan to 

inject language learning back into our regular schedule. I 
hope to meet with a tutor a couple times a week for an hour 
or so, and we plan to hire a tutor to help the children learn 
Khmer as well. (We have a Cambodian friend who would 
like to try teaching them.)  I finally feel that I can be slightly 
conversational in Khmer, and I don’t want to lose that abil-
ity. That’s why continued language learning is so important 
to me.  But we obviously need your prayers because big 
changes are coming soon.   For more from Elizabeth, check 
out her blogging at www.trotters41.wordpress.com. 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com
http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Brothers & Sisters, 
 
Each spring, I'm honored to gather together with the heads of 7 other organizations. I 
generally feel like a lion in a "den of Daniels." We don't have a Development Depart-
ment, nor do we pay consultants to do mass mail campaigns. (We don't even do mass 
mail campaigns.) But there is a bit of a silver lining to this dark cloud, depending on 
how you look at it. For 34 years, for better or worse, we have operated on a very sim-
ple paradigm: for every dollar given by every donor, we send 100% of it to the field 
for which it was given. No smoke and mirrors. No bait-and-switch. 100%. Then we 
ask each worker or family to make an offering of $100 per month for everything we 
do internationally. So when you donate funds toward the work of your favorite Team 
Expansion missionary, literally all of it goes toward that missionary's work. Then, if he 
or she is at the top of his or her game, a small gift of $100 goes back to the Home 
Office to cover all the services offered on behalf of the organization as a whole. 
(Likewise, each worker at the Home Office, save one receptionist, raises support just 
like field-based missionaries. God be praised for those who make their work possible, 
by the way, because they are, in turn, making possible a global work force.) I'll admit: 
It's not as much fun to operate this way. (In fact, building a training campus is like 
pulling teeth! :-) ) But we hope it pleases donors. We hope it brings a focus on our 
fields of service. And most of all, we hope it helps get the job done for God's glory. 
Thank you for your support of Team Expansion! 
 
        
     Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
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     STATS  — JULY 2012 
Beginning Balance $13,450.40* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,869.38** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $250 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals   $3,751.70 
                              Total $4,176.70 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $432.34 
   Salary   $1,225 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $79 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Evangelism materials $25.10 
   Education (language) $480 
   Hospitality  $34.15 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $40.90 
   Office   $136.50 
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $112   
  Total $3,098.30 
 
Ending Balance  $13,919.92* 
Ending Field Cash $2,870.29** 
   
 

*Includes $6,000 set aside for furlough expense. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

TEAM TRANSITIONS 
 

After arriving in Phnom Penh about seven months ago, we’ve had many opportunities 
to speak with the Allisons about ministry plans and where each family feels called by 
God.  As a result of these conversations, Elizabeth and I are feeling that our families 
are simply being called in different ministry directions.  So, after months of much 
prayer, discussion, and counsel from Team Expansion’s Asia field coordinator and our 
representative elders, we’ve decided to transition out of being teammates with the Alli-
sons. 
 
We are grateful to the Allisons for their help in our first several months “in country,” 
and we are excited about the many and varied ministry opportunities that are opening 
up for them.  We hope and pray that God will continue to do amazing things in Cam-
bodia through their family and ministry. 
 
Please continue to pray for both of our families as we adjust to this new paradigm.  
Thank you for praying for all of us, and for the people of Cambodia.  Indeed, may the 
Kingdom of Cambodia become the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
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