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MY EXPERIENCE IN CAMBODIA 
  - By Mary Hunzinger (Elizabeth’s mom) 
 

The prospect of traveling halfway around the world to 
Southeast Asia, in particular Cambodia, has never been a 
dream of mine.  In fact, that part of the world has usually 
frightened me in some aspects, preferring instead to visit the 
lands that Jesus and Paul walked.  But given the fact that my 
oldest daughter, her husband, and my four precious grand-
children will soon be living there for an undetermined 
amount of time has forced a shift in my desires!! 
 

And so I was very blessed to be 
asked by Jonathan to join him in 
a survey/praying trip to Cambo-
dia a few weeks ago, and blessed 
to have the cost of my airline 
ticket provided by a generous, 
anonymous contributor.  Praise 
God. 

 
Since it’s been only a week upon our return, I’m still think-
ing on the things I experienced there, wondering what to tell 
people when they ask me, So what is it like?  There’s no 
easy, couple-of-quick words to answer when this question 
comes my way.  Even sharing the pictures and video clips 
don’t tell the story, as everything looks “better” in the pic-
tures and videos than it actually did when experiencing it in 
person. 
 
Jet lag coupled with true culture shock (and I had seen pic-
tures and videos before) took its toll on me for the first 
three days and emotions boiled to the top quite a few times, 
with only a few of those times Jonathan knowing about it.  
It was very difficult coming to terms with the fact that 
Elizabeth and the family would truly be living here, half way 
around the world, in a few short months, living among a 
people they didn’t know, a language they are learning, with 
few other Christians for friends. 
 
Furthermore, how could my grandchildren have fun and 
grow up happy and safe in a country with few parks, not a 
lot of grass to play on, having to be careful of what water 
they drink, living in a city that at first glance seems very 
dirty with a lot of trash laying around, untold number of 
insects, and sights and sounds that are so very foreign to us 
Americans??  Who would be their friends?  How could they 
live a “normal” kids’ life here in Cambodia???? 

It continues to bring me tears when I think that the young-
est, Faith, will not have any memories of America, and for 
that matter, perhaps even Hannah.  And the prospect of not 
getting to hug them and hold them a couple of times a week 
(as I’ve been blessed to do since Nathaniel was born) is 
more than my mind can comprehend at times.  And so cry I 
do! 
 
BUT as many times as I’ve cried (and I’m sure there will be 
many more), I’m always reminded of what I spoke out loud 
to God when Jonathan gave me a newsletter a couple of 
years ago that’s specifically written for Parents of Mission-
aries:  I’m trusting YOU to make it okay, YOU will take 
care of them and help us deal with it.  And I continue to 
hang onto that and will not let myself think anything but 
that.  I’m putting my trust in God and know not how, but 
expecting Him to “make it okay.” 
 
As my time in Cambodia continued and after being able to 
talk with Jonathan about how they will live there, my fears 
(and some tears) eased 
and was able to see this 
land and its people dif-
ferently. There are 
beautiful views and not 
so beautiful ones.  
There are new things 
and old and very old 
things.  Some people 
are round-faced and 
some long-faced, some with lighter skin and some darker, 
some old and lots of young.  (Kind of like America!) 
 
They are also looking for peace and are a spiritual people.  
They have untold numbers of Wats (temples) in their cities 
and rural areas and “spirit houses” in their homes .  They 
know there is something more than just their living day to 
day, but there is a thick veil that has covered over them and 
they cannot see beyond their past, beyond what their ances-
tors tell them they are to do.  They don’t know the forgive-
ness that Jesus gives us freely.  So thus this call to be mis-
sionaries. 
 
As I think about how God has led Elizabeth and Jonathan 
on this journey and provided, it is all too obvious to me that 
this is God’s will.  How could I then stand in their way?  It 
won’t be easy, but I know God will “make it okay.” 

http://www.trotters41.wordpress.com/newsletters


THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 

       
Dear Fellow-Helper, 
  
Yesterday, I made my annual pilgrimage back to the Jackson County 4H Fair in south-
ern Indiana. You see, each year, on Wednesday of "Fair Week," my mother and I meet 
for the 1pm "Cooking Demonstration." This year, we actually never even connected by 
phone to confirm things. I'll admit: As I walked past seemingly endless cow barns and 
exhibit buildings, I felt just a *tad* of anticipation. But, as I rounded the corner by "St. 
Peter's Taco House," I spied her sitting there in the exact same seats where we always 
meet. And the same could be said for the faithful supporters of the work of Team Ex-
pansion.  
 
For example, in my case, when I see an envelope from Andover, Burlington, or Shively, 
my mind goes back to all the times those churches (and others too) have faithfully 
"shown up," even though times have sometimes been tough. Yesterday, I hugged my 
mom and said, "Thanks for coming." Today, I'm thankful for you, for the faithful 
prayers and support you send to all of Team Expansion, to your favorite Team Expan-
sion missionary, and to unreached people around the globe. May God bless you, now 
and in the weeks to come. 
  
    Thankfully,   
     
    Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
101 West Red Bridge Road  E-MAIL: trotters41@gmail.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114  WEB: www.trotters41.wordpress.com 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Praise God for an amazing trip this 
past month!  It was so good to spend 
time with our teammates, the Allisons, 
planning and trying to  
                      “Dream God’s dreams.” 

     STATS  — JULY, 2011 
Beginning Balance  $13,274.58 
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Rolla Church of Christ $50 
   Adrian Christian C. $211 
   Southview Christian C. $1,041.43  
   Individ. & Garage Sale $2,886 (start up) 
   Individuals   $4,385 (general) 
   Flow Through  $966 
                              Total $9,564.43 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Housing   $465 
   Salary   $975 
   Savings (IRA)  $200    
   Med Insurance  $224.59 
   Utilities  $250 
   International Serv. $100 
   Education (for children)$200 
   Education (language) $100 
   Paypal   $13.68 
   Promotion  $133.32 
   Survey Trip 
             Car/Transport. $100 
 Meals  $60 
 Housing  $200 
   Passports & Airport fees $512.30 
   Travel Insurance $157.50 
   Misc. Travel expenses $58.61 
                               Total $3,783.31 
 
Ending balance  $19,055.70 
 

Monthly Gifts Promised: $3,269.33  (76.4%) 

GARAGE SALE  -  SEPTEMBER 1-3 
 

One down, one massive garage sale to go.  This Labor Day weekend, we’re plan-
ning on having another garage sale.  This time around, we’ll be trying to sell most 
of our household goods (furniture, kitchen stuff, clothes, etc.).  If you’re interested 
in helping (or shopping), please let me know.   
 
Nathaniel’s strong, but since we’re going to be moving most of our furniture out 
to the curb, I could REALLY use some strapping men to hang around at various 
times, Thursday through Saturday.  Please let me know if you’re interested in tak-
ing a certain time slot.  Thanks! 
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Front Page: Mary & Jonathan in a tuk tuk. 
Mary at the “Lucky” supermarket. Seriously. 
Maggie and Melanie Allison, with Mary in 
another tuk tuk. 
 
This Page: Top Right - Mary and Theara, di-
rector of  the Jesus Club. 
Right - the streets of  Phnom Penh 
Top - Angkor Wat 
Bottom - Sisaphon, a city in the northwestern 
part of  the country. 
 
For more pictures, click here. 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150734390525621.724692.517575620&l=017204e01e&type=1

