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SAY WHAT?  - by Jonathan 
 

I remind myself often of what I’ve been told: “In the first 
year at least, language study IS ministry.”  I wrote myself a 
little pep talk and taped it to my office wall, reminding me 
that I’m learning Khmer because I love these people, and so 
does the Father... 
 
Khmer has 34 consonants, each of which comes with its own 
sub-consonant.  The sub-consonants are used when two con-
sonant sounds are next to each other.   The consonants are 
divided into two series (shown here in red and blue).  More 
on those later. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Khmer has about 25 vowels.  However, most of the vowels 
have two sounds, depending on which series the consonant 
has.  This picture includes only the vowels that make two 
sounds. The squares show you where the consonant would 
go.  You can’t have these vowels without a consonant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However, Khmer is also blessed with 15 independent vowels, 
which, you guessed it, do not require a consonant. 
 
34 Consonants + 33 Sub-consonants + 25 Vowels + 18 
Second Series Vowels + 15 Independent Vowels = 
125 characters and/or separate sounds. 

MONEY MADNESS  - by Elizabeth 
 

I never expected to have so many conflicting feelings about 
money while living on the field. 
 
Every time Jonathan buys something at the market, the 
neighbors ask how much he paid for it. Every time my tutor 
asks me what our family did over the weekend, she asks how 
much it cost. When we attended our first Khmer wedding 
the neighbors asked how much money we were giving the 
bride and groom.  People do that here.  Once when we were 
getting ready to leave the house, an older Cambodian man 
was staring at our house and asked how much we pay each 
month for rent. Just this week our neighbor asked us how 
much we pay our house helper. Then she informed us that 
she is poorer than our helper and we should pay her to work 
instead. 
 
Occasions for awkwardness abound, as we have exponentially 
more income than our neighbors and other acquaintances. I 
feel awkward when my tutor asks how much we pay to swim 
in the local pool.  The price for one person’s amusement is 
more than her daily wage.  I feel awkward when I bring my 
family’s weekly supply of groceries into the kitchen where my 
house helper is doing the dishes. I know we spend more on 
food each week than her total income each month.   It is 
enormously awkward to have so much more money than 
practically everyone we meet. 
 

There are wealthy people in Phnom Penh, to be sure.  But 
this city is packed with people. And they are desperately 
poor. In our training we’re told to raise enough support that 
we have margin. Sometimes missionary families need to do 
something fun together.  Sometimes missionaries just need to 
go to a restaurant.  Or turn on the air conditioner.  All those 
things cost money. And although I “know” in my head that 
missionary care is important, I wasn’t prepared for how it 
would feel to be so much wealthier than the people I’m here 
to serve. 
 
I never thought of myself as wealthy when I lived in America.  
Blessed, certainly, and having all my needs and most of my 
wants provided, but not wealthy.  And when I looked at the 
super-rich spending money on expensive houses, cars, and 
vacations, I self-righteously wondered how many poor people 
they could give food or clean water to! Now I find myself in 
the position of super-rich. 
 
And yet, we learn in church planting theory that missionaries 
are not supposed to give money to nationals because that 
makes them dependent on the “West.” So while I have 
money, and want to alleviate hunger and sickness, I know 
that throwing money at poverty doesn’t cure the problem. 
 
These are heavy ideas, and I don’t have a sweet little conclu-
sion sentence to tie them all together. . . Because I don’t yet 
have resolution on this topic of missionaries and money. 
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
      
Dear Friend of the Great Commission, 
 
"Extraordinary prayer:  That's what it will take to start church-planting movements in 
the toughest fields in the world today." At a recent training course at Emerald Hills, 
one particular Team Expansion team took this admonition seriously. They went home 
to their work in North Africa and, over the next few months, rolled out a prayer initia-
tive that has resulted in 40,000 people per day, praying for the field (seriously). You 
can learn more about the incredible story at their website, pray4tunisia.com . But I 
mention them today to ask -- if you can't give money, would you at least pray? If you 
already are giving financially, would you consider adding to your efforts a new initia-
tive to raise up prayer for the work of your favorite Team Expansion missionary? Prior 
to pray4tunisia.com, we thought it was great if 200 people committed to pray. But 
now, the bar has been raised. Will you join us? Make prayer more than a token word. 
Make it core to your commitment to missions, Team Expansion, and your favorite 
Team Expansion missionary. 
 
   Thank you! 
 
 
   Doug Lucas 
   dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
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     STATS  — MARCH  2012 
Beginning Balance $10,282.09* 
Beginning Field Cash $2,975.19** 
     
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Red Bridge C. of Christ $390 
   Rolla Church of Christ $100 
   Adrian C.C. “Builders”  $50 
   Individuals (general) $3,655 
                              Total $4,220 
 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   House   $307.62 
   Salary   $1,225 
   Savings (IRA)  $200 
   Utilities  $63.28 
   Promo/Representation $100 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Education (language) $358 
   Team Building  $20 
   Evangelism/Hosp. $119.51 
   Spec. Med. (vaccines) $883.40 
   Banking Fees/Paypal $44.39 
   Office   $187 
   Vehicle (Gas/Maint) $64                     
  Total $3,805.51 
 
Ending Balance  $11,851.49* 
Ending Field Cash $2,397.38** 
   
 

*Includes $4,000 set aside for furlough expense. 
**Includes $2,000 set aside for emergency use. 

Prayer Requests  
 

(From Elizabeth)  My language tutor has heard about Jesus, but I really don’t know 

what she believes about Him. Since there’s such a language and cultural barrier, I 

don’t always understand her answers, nor do I know what is culturally appropriate to 

ask. She has been to church with a friend, but doesn’t go now, and she says her father, 

who died a few years ago, was a Christian, although her mother is a Buddhist.  I am 

learning a few religious phrases from her but don’t know how to talk about matters of 

faith in Khmer.  (Really, who am I kidding, I don’t know how to talk about anything 

in Khmer.) I try to learn about Khmer culture from her, but it takes a long time to ask 

and to understand. Please pray for my understanding of the language and culture and 

that I will learn the vocabulary to talk about Jesus.  Pray that after I learn it, I will re-

member how to use it in conversation.  Pray especially for my listening ability. My 

ability to formulate sentences far outstrips my ability to comprehend spoken language. 

And pray that I will learn how to share the true story of Jesus with people who may or 

may not have heard it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Fireworks for Freedom 
This year's effort to raise money for the Rapha House launches May 4th. No clue 
what I'm talking about? visit www.fireworksforfreedom.com. 

— Trotter Women — 
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Clockwise from Top 
- Our field coordinator from Team Expansion teach-
ing us the “wonders” of  durian.  
- Khmer School of  Language: where people go to die. 
- The boys and some friends. 
- Monkeys and electrical lines.  Fun for the whole 
family. 
- A ferry across the Bassac River.  Yeah, our van fit on 
that thing. 
- At Kingdom resort for a weekend getaway celebrat-
ing one month of  Khmer language school! 


