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FLYING SOLO -  By Elizabeth 
 

Preparing for overseas mission service involves many 
lasts.  And also some firsts.  I had one of those firsts in 
April.  My home school co-op asked me to make a short 
presentation about our Cambodia plans on the last day of 
classes.  As I had never done that before, I was nerv-
ous!  Jonathan has always been the main speaker, and I’m 
just the supportive wife, right?  But here I was faced with 
the task of giving an overview of, well, basically, every-
thing.  Jonathan helped me with the technology, but it was 
my first presentation.  I’m really glad I gave it because now 
I feel much more confident to share our story in public. 

A SNAPSHOT OVERVIEW THING 
 

Sometimes, life doesn’t lend itself to a narrative.  Some-
times, bullet points are better.  This month is one of those 
“sometimes.”  :) 
 
Here’s the gist of what we’ve been up to for the past month 
or so, and really, it’s the story of what God’s been up to for 
the past month or so.  We feel like God is faithfully leading 
us and training us and preparing us... 
 
 Elizabeth gave her first “solo” Cambodia presentation.  

She did a great job speaking to about 100 folks at our 
local home school co-op.  I’ll let her talk about this 
more in her own box. 

 
 The leadership at Red Bridge reemphasized their desire 

to support the work in Cambodia, challenging everyone 
at Red Bridge to pray AND give.  It was such a blessing 
to hear in very clear terms that Red Bridge is commit-
ted to serving as our “sending church.”  They want to 
see us get to the field and succeed once we’re there.  
We’re very grateful for the love, prayers, and support. 

 
 As of May 31st, I’m no longer an official “youth minis-

ter.”  It’s been a great run that spanned more than a 
decade; I’m so grateful for the teenagers and families 
that I’ve served alongside.  I will miss this avenue of 
ministry somethin’ awful, but I’m excited about the 
future plans for youth ministry at Red Bridge.  In fact, I 
met with the incoming volunteer guys earlier this week 
and now I’m even MORE excited! 

 
 We were blessed to host two couples from Team Ex-

pansion at Red Bridge this past weekend.  Team Ex-

pansion’s church liaison, as well as our Southeast Asia 
field coordinator, made the trek from Louisville to 
speak at Red Bridge.  They spoke about the vision and 
history of Team Expansion, as well as the role of the 
sending church in praying for unreached people groups.   

 
 We had our very first Khmer dinner guests mid-month, 

when my Khmer tutor, “Frank,” and his wife came over 
for lasagna.  : - )  It’s been such a privilege to learn a 
little Khmer from this couple, as well as to hear about 
their personal history, their religious history, their take 
on Bud-
dhism, etc.  
We discuss 
Jesus fairly 
often, as well 
as the basic 
tenets of 
Buddhism.  
Please pray 
for this sweet 
couple. 

 
 
 We love the teenagers at Adrian Christian Church!  

They invited us out this month to speak about missions 
and Cambodia and Jesus; and since we love speaking 
about each of those things, we went.  We had a fabu-
lous time sharing with the teens about what God’s got 
going on in Cambodia and how we’re trying to join 
Him there.  Of course, we always end our presentations 
by challenging the audience to follow God, wherever 
He leads.   
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THOUGHTS FROM DOUG  
President of  Team Expansion 
 

       
David Platt, author of the New York Times bestseller, "Radical," has just released a 
companion book entitled, "Radical Together." Chapter five ("Our Unmistakable 
Task") ties together our "longing for the end of the world" with Matthew 24:14 -- 
"This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come." Platt clarifies the meaning of the original Greek 
word for "nations" -- it actually might be better understood if it were translated 
"people groups."  Platt goes on to explain the concept of "ethnolinguistic groups." He 
invests the entire chapter in teaching this truth: Jesus' profound passion is that everyone 
must have a witness in his or her piece of the global mosaic.  
 
Team Expansion workers are all about that. When you assist your favorite Team Ex-
pansion worker in carrying the truth to a piece of the global tapestry, you are also assist-
ing in bringing about the fulfillment of Matt. 24:14. Thank you for doing your part in 
delivering Heaven. Thank you for empowering the expansion of Jesus' life-changing 
message to the globe that God created. 
 
    Gratefully Yours, 
    Doug Lucas 
    dlucas@teamexpansion.org 

Jonathan & Elizabeth Trotter 
Serving with Team Expansion, under the oversight of the Red Bridge Church of Christ 
 
c/o Red Bridge Church of Christ  PHONE: 816.941.0221 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
SPIRITUAL DARKNESS — We cannot 
emphasize this enough.  Please pray for 
our teammates, the Allisons, as they 
encounter more and more spiritual op-
pression among the Khmer people. 
 
MONTHLY SUPPORTERS — Please 
pray that God will place it on the hearts 
of His people to join with us as 
monthly financial teammates. 
 
SUMMER CAMP! (X 2) — I’ll be the 
“resident missionary” for two sessions 
of summer camp in June.  Pray that 
God will use me to speak His truth 
about Mission to junior and senior high 
students. 
 
FIREWORKS FOR FREEDOM — More 
details when we launch it on May 18th.  
In the meantime, please pray. 

     STATS  — APRIL, 2011 
Beginning Balance  $20,813.03 
Income  
   South Evans Christian  $25 
   Rolla Church of Christ $50 
   Franklin Learning C. $101 
   Individuals   $2,320 
                              Total $2,496 
Expenses  
   Life Insurance  $33.31 
   Housing   $465 
   Salary   $975 
   Savings (IRA)  $200    
   Med Insurance  $224.59 
   Utilities  $250 
   International Serv. $100 
   SS Quarterly payment $557.88 
   Med Missions Conf. $135 
   Education (for children) $200 
   Travel   $123.93 
   Teaching mat. for camps $17.33 
                               Total $3,282.04 
Ending balance  $20,026.99 
 

Monthly Gifts Promised: $2,749.33(64.2%) 
Start up costs raised: $34,988.65 (99.7%) 

FIREWORKS FOR FREEDOM - JULY 4TH, 2011 
 

I met with the US Director of the Rapha House to discuss an idea…   
 
It’s an idea you’ll be hearing more about on May 18th.  For now, just know that 
we’re trusting and hoping God will touch the hearts of His people.  We’re praying 
for a movement among 
churches and youth 
groups all over the US, 
that on this upcoming 
4th of July, thousands 
will “celebrate freedom 
by giving it.”  
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Top: Teenagers at the Adrian Christian 
Church.  (They’re all smiling because I 
brought Casey’s cookies.) 
 
Right: Prayer group at the Marlbor-
ough Park.  We meet every Sunday at 
3pm to pray for revival. 
 
Other: Random Trotterness 


